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VISION

The International Indian Film Academy is dedicated to building bridges

across cinema, businesses, communities and nations, to realise the

dream ONE PEOPLE, ONE WORLD.





“Together we dreamt a dream…that dream was to take Indian Cinema & Entertainment to the world. IIFA is the accomplishment of
that dream that came to li fe through our courage, drive and ambition to fulfil what we had dreamt of.  Over the course of 15 years the growth
and astounding success of IIFA has gone beyond our imaginations.  We have proudly achieved the vision of being able to export India,
it's culture and it's people internationally through the platform of IIFA.   

IIFA has educated and heightened awareness of the sheer power of what India means as a nation to the world. As our journey continues IIFA has 
built bridges between countries, communities, businesses and cinema to work towards the creation of a 'One people, One World' alliance globally.  
This journey and the magic of IIFA continues as does our passion to keep dreaming and ensure that these dreams become a reality."

- Andre, Viraf & Sabbas
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Amitabh Bachchan was the first Indian film 
personality to be immortalised by Madame 
Tussauds with a wax model.To date, whenever the 
iconic British institution commissions a new wax 
model of a Bollywood star, whether Madhuri Dixit
or Kareena Kapoor Khan, it’s through IIFA. 

There are many ways to look at the IIFA success story. 
But each one begins with a common dream shared by three 
friends, partners and pioneers: to build a brand that would 
make India proud on the world stage.
 
Andre Timmins, Sabbas Joseph and Viraf Sarkari, directors
of Wizcraft International Entertainment Pvt. Limited, had 
succeeded in creating India’s premiere entertainment and 
event management company over years of inspiration and 
hard work. As their hold over the entertainment business 
grew, so did their command over the awards format.
While Wizcraft’s credentials in the film world were being 
established, it was simultaneously crossing one milestone 
after another in the event management realm.
 
Around the late 1990s, Wizcraft was eager to develop a 
property that would reflect the Indian sensibility in its 
contemporary form. The ambition was to create a brand 
that would represent a fast-growing nation in all its glory
and promise. 

And what better time than the turn of the millennium? 
The Internet revolution and the dotcom boom had 
catapulted India into the international consciousness. 
India was no longer just the land of the exotic and the 
spiritual; it was emerging as a formidable force in IT and 
other industries. Indians began to headline lists of the world’s 
richest. The diaspora’s economic power was becoming a force 
to contend with. Indians were building more, buying and 
selling more, aiming for more, and compelling the world to 
change its outlook towards them. Any soar in economic 
activity is accompanied by a cultural buzz. Stereotypes were 
being broken and an image of a new and bold India was 
taking shape. Wizcraft sensed that the nation was on the 
brink of something great, something special. And it was 
determined to be part of this exciting new reality.

India is a land of many passions, chief among them being 
religion, politics and cricket. They are what India thinks 
about, disagrees about and identifies with. Religion, in its 
public form, has the tendency to polarise. Politics can be 
another divisive force, and not of pressing interest to the 
Indian community abroad. Cricket raises complex ethnic 
issues: the British Asian may find himself at the confusing 
centre of divided loyalties when, for example, the England 
cricket side faces a subcontinental team.    

But there’s one national obsession that cuts across political, 
economic, ethnic and social lines: Cinema. Indian cinema, 
and Hindi cinema in particular, unites Indians across the 
nation and the globe unequivocally. The adhesive of the 
movies binds a nation that is divided along caste, class, 
geographical and gender lines. If you’re looking for unity in 
diversity, cinema is where you’ll find it. India boasts a film 
industry that reflects a hybrid nation, with a profusion of 
cultures, languages and identities. But the moment the lights 
are turned off in the auditorium, these differences vanish in 
the darkness. The smell of popcorn and anticipation pervades 
the air and groups of dissimilar people turn into one 
supergroup: the audience. Each one sees a slightly different 
reality on screen filtered through personal experience and 
conditioning, but the overall sense of identification and 
wonder is shared. The universal language of emotions, of the 
imagination, erases superficial differences between Indians 
across the world.

And so the seed was planted: Wizcraft wanted to use the 
language of Indian cinema to unlock people’s minds.
In 2000, as the world celebrated the dawn of a new 
millennium, IIFA was conceived as Indian cinema’s partner 
in its journey into the future to a global platform.
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The first edition of IIFA is memorable for many reasons. Its impact
is captured well in this little anecdote. After the show, introduced 
by the legendary Amitabh Bachchan, mentored by Yash Johar and 
presented by Anupam Kher and Yukta Mookhey to a rapt audience, 
the Wizcraft directors were left to ponder the event’s impact and 
future. British Asian actress Laila Rouass, who watched IIFA at the 
Millennium Dome, caught them unawares with a phone call. “You’ve 
made me proud to be an Indian.” And this simple but profound 
thought echoed through the local Indian community. The world sat 
up and took notice. Already, IIFA’s dream of representing Indian 
Cinema on the global platform was beginning to come true.   

As the show grew from year to year, from nation to nation, its 
immediate impact on the tourism and economy of the host city 
became increasingly significant. Film fans turned out in large 
numbers wherever IIFA went, whether it was South Africa or 
Malaysia, Thailand or Macau. Hotels, transport, recreation and 
other related industries boomed. Short-term business gains grew 
to become long-term people-to-people and nation-to-nation ties. 
IIFA was becoming a compass that pointed to the world’s most 
happening destinations.

But alongside, another story was unfolding. IIFA was creating a 
legacy beyond the tourism boom it left in its wake. Its impact was 
seen in the areas of education, community development and charity. 
Luminaries like Amitabh Bachchan and Shabana Azmi were honoured 
with degrees from the Leeds Metropolitan University when IIFA went 
to Yorkshire in 2007. Student volunteers at IIFA gained firsthand 

experience in event management, PR, filmmaking and other disciplines 
thanks to their involvement with the awards. A stint at IIFA was the 
perfect real-world accompaniment to a college course. 

The community aspect of IIFA gained strength with every edition. 
At the 2010 IIFA Awards in Sri Lanka, around 100 children were 
adopted under the UNICEF scheme; the same children took up the 
role of ball boys at the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2011. Under IIFA 
Habitat for Humanity, homes were built for war refugees.

Scholarships were given in one place, streets renamed to reflect Indian 
heritage in another. A Wall of Fame, emblazoned with the signatures
of the biggest movie stars, came up at the airport in Singapore.
In Amsterdam in 2006, a tulip was named after Aishwarya Rai. IIFA 
was gathering more fans and goodwill, and being supported by people 
and governments, wherever it went.

One of the major dimensions of IIFA’s success is the resulting growth 
of the Indian film market. London theatres around the iconic Leicester 
Square did not traditionally feature Indian films. All that changed 
thanks to the buzz created by IIFA. The legendary Odeon began to 
screen Hindi films in the wake of IIFA’s UK sojourn in 2000. Over the 
next year, the British trade authority discovered that Hindi film ticket 
sales had grown by 20 percent. Before IIFA’s 2001 edition in South 
Africa, Indian films were relegated to matinee shows and restricted to 
areas with a sizeable Indian population. Moreover, Hindi films arrived 
in the South African market many months after their Indian release. 

IIFA’s dream of representing
Indian cinema on the global 
platform comes true. 
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I couldn’t be happier with the success of 
the IIFA Weekend. Indian cinema is about stories 
that are universal, that bring us together, that help us 
to celebrate our humanity.

- Dalton McGunity, Premier of Ontario

Cut to the premiere of Lagaan in 2001 at IIFA in Sun City. This was 
the first-ever IIFA premiere and the entire film industry was in attendance. 
Something magical happened at the spectacular venue: the day before the 
scheduled premiere, the film distribution company – Ster-Kinekor – that 
owned the theatre at Sun City, asked whether they could run the Lagaan print 
in their theatre, besides the premiere show. The demand was so huge that they 
ran the film across three theatres, rotating the same film reel. And that’s how 
the film ran until additional prints were brought in from India. This one 
breakthrough opened the local market for Hindi cinema and more films began 
to be distributed thereon.
 
The Lagaan story continued at Genting Highlands in 2002.
The Oscar-nominated movie had not been able to find takers in Malaysia till 
that point. IIFA was instrumental in facilitating the distribution and release of 
the film in the local market, opening doors for Indian cinema in a whole new 
territory. 

When IIFA returned to South Africa in 2003, Ster-Kinekor’s Indian film 
distribution business was thriving. It was time for another distributor to step in. 
Nu Metro were introduced by IIFA as a new competitor in the market. As is the 
case with all healthy competition, the results were beneficial to the industry. 
The value of Indian films had grown dramatically. Indian films saw a 
simultaneous, same-day release in the South African market. 
The growth story was well under way.
 
A similar tale echoed in Singapore when IIFA visited in 2004. Indian films were 
traditionally screened only in the area around Little India. Chinese and English 
films dominated the popular Orchard Street theatres. Thanks to IIFA, a deal was 
struck between the Singapore Tourism Board, the local media development 
authority, and Indian filmmakers. Indian films, including those from the 
southern industry, would now be released and exhibited in theatres across 
Orchard Street. Indian cinema was now a big part of Singapore’s entertainment 
industry and began to wield significant commercial clout.

While on the one hand IIFA was helping Indian cinema get the kind of exposure 
it deserved, it was facilitating film production overseas on the other. A SGD 10 
million fund was pledged to boost Indian cinema in Singapore on the back of 
the 2004 IIFA Awards. Rakesh Roshan’s superhero blockbuster, Krrish, was its 
biggest beneficiary.

On a parallel track, IIFA incepted familiarisation trips for filmmakers in host 
countries. This icebreaker gave the latter the opportunity to use previous IIFA 
venues as film locations; the process was further eased through governmental 
subsidies and support. The path was paved for successful co-productions and 
overseas distribution and exhibition.
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Meanwhile, scholarships were instituted under the IIFA banner and an 
exchange of students between India and host countries became possible. There 
was a buzz around IIFA not just during the show dates but all through the 
year.  

When IIFA returned to England in 2007, it was to the idyllic Yorkshire. The 
Yorkshire Development Authority embraced Indian cinema and local movie 
halls resounded with its music, emotions and grandeur.

While the story of IIFA’s evolution can be told through mind-boggling 
numbers, growth graphs and other numeric signposts, it is better served by a 
community-based narrative. Take, for example, the Yorkshire edition. 

IIFA in Yorkshire was as much a film awards show as a community-building 
exercise. Thanks to the IIFA Weekend, the Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi 
communities found themselves being celebrated by the larger community, and 
the result was a convivial atmosphere of mutual respect and trust. Old 
stereotypes were being replaced by a fresh new approach; inclusion was the 
keyword and IIFA was its willing and proud agent. So strong were the ties 
that were built that the region now speaks about a pre-IIFA and post-IIFA 
history.

The Yorkshire experience enriched IIFA as a whole. The world began to 
appreciate the social, political and cultural implications of an event that was 
known largely for its entertainment and business value. The vision of IIFA – 
taking India to the world – had been guiding its course right from the 
beginning, but it was here that it was truly exemplified.
 
It is this vision that raises IIFA beyond the purview of conventional 
parametres used to judge brands. Even as IIFA was growing into a formidable 
global entity with a PR valuation that ran into millions of dollars, and a 
significant economic impact, it was reinforcing the ideals that it was founded 
on.  

IIFA was never founded on the principle of either profit or simply 
entertainment: the idea was to use Indian cinema as a tool to build bridges, to 
communicate with people about larger issues, to awaken and inspire. 

Until 2006, ‘Celebrating Indian cinema across the globe’ was our mission 
statement. It was the more inclusive ‘One People. One World’, adopted in 
2007, that captures IIFA’s philosophy more accurately. 

While IIFA courted new countries in the initial years of its journey, it was 
now being invited over by the governments of enthusiastic cities. And as IIFA 
grew, so did its scope and impact. 

Purlple to pink Shiny sheet pasted on the curve
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The business forum, first held at Amsterdam in 
2005, became a staple. The forum gives India the
opportunity to showcase the country to its business 
community overseas, drawing interest and investment. It 
is the economic and business engagement that IIFA 
facilitates that is its truly lasting legacy. And, where there 
is business, trade and profit, a gamut of social and 
cultural exchanges follow.

IIFA is now headed into its 17th year and, as ever, we’re 
looking to build bridges. The manifestations of this aim 
will vary year after year. And, we are happy to say that 
IIFA and Wizcraft have been able to adapt to different 
markets to apply this philosophy effectively. The IIFA 
Weekend is customised to the needs and demands of 
every new destination. It is forever evolving, and a large 
part of that can be attributed to its ability to accept 
mistakes and overcome them. 

IIFA prides itself on being nonpartisan: it is the only 
awards property that is not owned by a media company. 
It is owned, instead, by the film industry but does not 
pander to the demands of either stars or filmmakers. It is 
owned by fans of cinema, to whom we have pledged a 
free and fair voting process that decides award winners. It 
is owned by every host nation, and its government and 
citizens who make it come alive. By the media channels 
that engage with it. By the business houses that benefit 
from it. Wizcraft may have created this beloved event, 
but everyone who embraces and nurtures it is a 
stakeholder. When IIFA prospects for film territories and 
strikes gold, the entire film industry benefits and grows. 
Film stars find new fans, and fans scattered around the 
world connect with their cherished stars and films, 
through IIFA. The goodwill that IIFA generates is the 
commonwealth of the film industry.

True to our initial promise, we have succeeded in 
building a brand that represents the film industry, and 
India as a whole, while connecting with the Indian 
diaspora and the larger global community. 

Whether it is Friends of IIFA, the IIFA Foundation, or 
other charity and awareness initiatives, the event is now 
part of our social consciousness. Films, stars and glamour 
are the golden thread with which we spin happy tales of 
inclusion and community building. At IIFA, creativity, 
imagination and growth are guided by a social 
conscience. And, it all comes together beautifully when 
we hear the words: “You’ve made us proud to be Indian.”   

Indian films are visually so powerful.
There’s so much of variety – so much
of emotion. It is really amazing!
– Jean Claude Van Damme,
 Hollywood Actor
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From lights to rostrums, 
trussing to lenses, the tech 
paraphernalia of IIFA matches 
the world’s best.

IIFA brings together the most dazzling array of 
stars; but it isn’t a mere roll call of celebs for the 
starry-eyed. It’s a show that is planned keeping the 
Indian film fan in mind, looking for more than just 
a dose of glitz. This is the night the world tunes in 
to Indian cinema, and the team is committed to 
making it a delectable, multi-layered treat, soaked 
in the flavours of Indian cinema.

The hosts, ranging from veterans to teen 
heartthrobs, get involved in the show’s scripting 
process, contributing to each minor detail. Every 
introduction, description, gag goes through 
multiple stages of writing, testing and approvals, 
making the finished script the event bible. The 
show flow, entrances, exits, and technical 
specifications are all rehearsed and timed to the 
second, taking any stressful guesswork out of the 
actual event. All is well until Murphy’s Law strikes, 
like it did in Singapore in 2004. Saif Ali Khan’s 
tribute to Shammi Kapoor was set to bring back 
memories of the flamboyant, debonair ‘60s star. 
Saif, however, ended up in a cast after a friendly 
football game during the IIFA Weekend. Arshad 
Warsi, the livewire dancer-actor, was pencilled in to 
do the act at the last minute. His first reaction was 
understandably of shock: “But the show is 
tomorrow!!!” Charmer that he is, he was up on 
stage in his Yaaahooooo! avatar the next day. So 
much for watertight scripts!

It’s not just the script that is open to the humour of 
the gods. Every now and then, the largely 
irreproachable tech team has its forgettable 
moments too. As Dia Mirza found out at Bangkok 
in 2008. There she was on stage, set to perform. 
But there was one minor hitch: the song she heard 
wafting out of the sound system was not the 
familiar one she had rehearsed, but another track 
from the same film! Summoning all her grace, she 
was able to make the transition to the actual track 
when the sound cue was corrected.  

Over the years, the IIFA set has fit several 
descriptions: elegant, exuberant, imaginative, 
avant-garde. The aim is to create a space that best 
reflects the past year in film. And every year, there 
are innovations that push the limits of what has 
been experienced before. IIFA 2005 in Amsterdam 
saw a leap in technology while Yorkshire’s hi-tech 
set with flying props and moving LEDs was one of 
the highlights of IIFA 2007. The stars, too, leave 
their imprint on the set design. Akshay Kumar had 
envisioned a grand, flying entry at IIFA Bangkok 
2008. But the compact venue was not able to meet 
his tech requirements. It was up to the resourceful 
production team to set up the rig so the daredevil 
star could have the surprise entry he dreamed of.

From lights to rostrums, trussing to lenses, the tech 
paraphernalia of IIFA matches the world’s best. At 

Yorkshire in 2007, IIFA used the tower cam to 
deliver a stunning 360-degree view to the TV 
audience. In Toronto in 2011, the same camera 
was used from behind the set to offer a 270-degree 
reverse angle.  The international television directors 
that partner with the team, specific to each new 
location, bring their own ideas and expertise to the 
show. 

Over the years, IIFA has experimented with form, 
style and function to arrive at aesthetically rendered 
sets. But sometimes, a masterpiece just refuses to 
co-operate. At IIFA 2012 in Singapore, the team 
was busy putting on the finishing touches to the 
show. But with 30 minutes to roll, the dominant 
set element, a pair of giant doors, refused to work! 
The open-shut mechanism would not budge and 
the production team set about making alternative 
arrangements. It took a mixture of physics, wits 
and pure madness to get the doors to behave. 
Open Sesame! And the show rolled on.

IIFA doesn’t just take Indian cinema to the world; 
it also imbibes the colours, flavours and spirit of 
the host country, making it a truly global 
celebration. Since its inception, IIFA has 
incorporated a stunning performance by a group 
that represents the local culture of the hosts. Each 
of these acts remind us, and our audiences, that 
our film industry is a part of a global village. An 
exchange of ideas and talent between nations is the 
best way to move forward and IIFA stands for this 
spirit.

Like an exquisitely embroidered pashmina with a 
lattice of crazy stitches on the reverse side, IIFA too 
has an on-stage/off-stage separation. The crisp, 
well-groomed exterior that one sees during the 
IIFA Weekend is shaped in meeting rooms, tech 
rooms, green rooms. Each one has its own order of 
stars, shining bright in their chaotic realms. Venues 
like Toronto in 2011 are a crew’s dream while in 
Colombo ‘the previous year’ improvisation was the 
name of the game. At IIFA Malaysia 2002, the 
local Malay technician manning the teleprompter 
gave up even as the show was about to begin. But 
whenever there’s someone throwing up their hands, 
there’s someone else raising theirs, taking on a new 
task in the larger interest. IIFA is proud of the 
show that it puts on. And it’s even prouder of the 
team that puts the show together.

The countdown begins. Ten seconds to IIFA. The 
production team is in a tight huddle, heads 
lowered, eyes closed, breath held. A shout rings out 
from the show director: What time is it? A chorus 
replies, loud, determined, joyful. “It’s Showtime!”

 5. 4. 3. 2. 1. “Roll track!” is the backstage shout. 
And so it begins. 
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Shining stars and celebrated films. Spectacular performances and larger-than-life 
sets. Elegant speeches and glitzy packaging. The TV beams a picture-perfect 
awards night that draws sighs and applause from fans across the globe. What 
began as an endeavour to take the Indian film industry to the world has now 
brought the world to its doorstep. But what goes on behind the scenes of this 
spectacle? We could draw up a whole list of factors and that would still not tell 
half the story. 

IIFA’s shimmer, glamour and glory are what catch the eye. Peek inside and you 
see all the contents that have gone into making Indian cinema the phenomenon 
it is. IIFA unfolds the story of a film industry that revels in the nation’s joys, 
reflects its concerns, celebrates its triumphs and mourns its losses. It stands one 
with a community that has taught a nation how to dream, and how to reach for 
those dreams. 

IIFA’s first steps every year are in the direction of a new city, new country, new 
world. As the popularity of the show has grown, so has its prestige. Every year, 
IIFA receives invitations from several countries eager to host the glittering show. 
From the Americas and UK to Dubai and Macau, nations bid for hosting rights. 
Even as the would-be hosts lay out their offerings and ideas for IIFA, the voting 
process for the awards is in operation. IIFA prides itself as being the only Indian 
awards that involve the film industry in the screening process. Once the industry 
insiders have made their choices, the process is open to popular vote.

Deciding on a destination is a multi-pronged process, based on the prospective 
hosts’ offer and the logistical feasibility of holding the event. The IIFA Weekend 
has grown to be a sprawling festival of events around the main awards, ranging 
from cultural to business activities. When the location is decided, work begins 
with a blank canvas and a free rein of imagination. The Wizcraft directors get 
together with the creative team churning out imaginative and exotic, classic or 
futuristic ideas for the event. Over the years, we’re proud to have converted even 
some of the more bizarre-sounding ideas into reality. From elephants on stage to 
hosts descending from hot air balloons, we’ve pulled coups and set trends. All in 
an effort to give live and TV audiences an unforgettable experience featuring 
their favourite stars.

The activities that form IIFA Weekend, including premieres, star encounters, 
music workshops, fashion galas and charity activities, are propelled by their own 
dedicated teams. 

The IIFA Awards, and the technical awards called IIFA Rocks, are the two 
shining lights of the IIFA Weekend. The shows are scripted, sets designed, 
choreography planned and production put into place over a couple of months of 
hard work and high jinx. 

Pre-production meetings range from the serious and sedate to the animated and 
outlandish. Fanciful requests are made, and often fulfilled. Plans are set in stone, 
and then exploded. Itineraries change. Rehearsals go haywire. Stars fall ill. But the 
show must rock on.

Even as the on-stage show is being planned, our media contingent keeps the 
international press community interested. The IIFA Weekend encompasses so 
much more than just a single awards night. To dream it, plan it, and execute it is 
a monumental task. But when the lights are dimmed and the stage set, and the 
first clap rings out from a packed audience, we know why we’re here. IIFA, above 
all else, is a labour of love. And like true love, it only gets better with age. 
 

Every year, IIFA receives invitations
from several countries eager to 
host the glittering show
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It’s always fun to be wooed. Charm is on full display, beautiful promises are 
made, poetry quoted. Deciding on an IIFA venue is a bit like picking from 
a range of personable suitors. As IIFA has grown in stature, so has the 
interest it generates from nations and their governments. Tourism and 
culture departments bid for hosting rights, making a compelling case for 
their cities.
 

The spectacular Millennium Dome in London was the location for the first 
ever IIFA, held in 2000. With One Amazing Night, IIFA took the Hindi 
film industry, long contained within the limits of the subcontinent, out 
into the world. The show grew bigger in Sun City, South Africa the next 
year. The story continued in Malaysia in 2002, at the dream-like Genting 
Highlands. A return to South Africa in 2003 was followed by successively 
grander excursions in Singapore, Amsterdam and Dubai. After returning to 
UK in 2007 for its date with Yorkshire, the grand caravan of stars then 
headed eastwards to Bangkok, Macau and Colombo. 
 



In 2011, IIFA drew a record-breaking crowd in 
Toronto, Canada. A return to Singapore in 2012, 
and to Macau in 2013, proved that wherever 
IIFA goes, the audience shouts Encore! 

IIFA made its big debut in the US with the 
Tampa Bay edition in 2014.  As promised, it was 
a mammoth celebration of Indian cinema, 
culture and industry.

IIFA’s relationship with its host cities is truly 
remarkable. Cities light up when IIFA visits. 
There’s a buzz in the hospitality, travel and 
tourism and entertainment industries. The 
atmosphere’s charged with excitement. And the 
impact can be felt long after the last award has 
been announced and glasses of champagne been 
drained.
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JUNE

 2008

AUGUST

 2009

DECEMBER

 2009

MARCH

2010

JUNE

2010

Wizcraft inspection tour of Toronto.

Representatives from the Government Of Ontario
attended the IIFA Yorkshire Event.

Representatives from the Government Of Ontario 
attended the IIFA Bangkok Event

Minister of Economic development & trade met with 
wizcraft in india to promote Ontario as an ideal Location 
for the 2011 IIFA weekend.  
A wizcraft delegation visited gta. Premier of ontario hosted 
a reception in honour of wizcraft visiting the Region. The 
ministry submitted a 2011 IIFA bid book and hosted a wizcraft 
tour of toronto to scout event venues. Wizcraft also met with
government officials to discuss the bid.

The Canadian Tourism Commission hosted an event to
further announce the 11th Annual IIFA Weekend
and Awards being hosted in Canada.

The representatives of the Government of Ontario and
Ministry of Tourism & Culture staff attended the 2010
IIFA Weekend & Awards in Colombo. An official hand over
took place at the IIFA Awards  with a 45-second video
presentationof Ontario was showcased.

23rd - 25th JUNE
2011
IIFA WEEKEND HELD IN TORONTO.

MoU between Wizcraft and the Government of Ontario signed, outlining obligations 
for the 2011 IIFA Weekend and Awards.
Following the signing, the Premier of Ontario announced in Mumbai that the region 
of Ontario will proudly host the North American Premiere of the 2011 IIFA Weekend 
& Awards in June 2011 across the greater Toronto area.

JUNE

 2007

FEBRUARY

 2007



Our aim was to develop the most honest,
inclusive, accessible process to honour 

achievement in Indian cinema.

In an industry inundated with awards, what is the definitive recognition of 
excellence? What makes an award authentic? What are the parameters used to 
judge quality, not just commercial success?

These were some of the questions that led to the inception of the IIFA 
Awards. Our aim was to develop the most honest, inclusive, accessible process 
to honour achievement in Indian cinema. To this end, it was important to 
not just empower the paying public, but also take into account the opinions 
of the film fraternity. 

The IIFA Awards voting process is a completely transparent system devised by 
the IIFA Management along with process validators. Awards open to vote are 
divided into two categories: the Popular Awards and the Technical Awards. 
The special awards are adjudicated by the IIFA management and its advisory 
board.

IIFA Awards application forms are advertised in all the film trade magazines 
and are available for distribution to film producers. Only film producers can 
fill in entries for awards, and only those films that have had an international 
release are in the reckoning. The IIFA Management forwards the completed 
applications to the process auditors to ensure eligibility.

Entries are put to vote before members of the Indian film industry at the 
official IIFA Voting Weekend, which are monitored and managed by the 
process auditors. Nominees are then put through the process of global public 
voting. The votes are collated and compiled by the process auditors who then 
announce the winners of the Technical Awards, and nominations for the 
Popular Awards.

Nominations for the Popular Awards category are put up for public voting via 
the IIFA website. The process auditors compile votes and arrive at winners. 
The results are kept confidential and declared when the sealed envelope is 
opened on stage before a live audience during the IIFA Awards presentation 
ceremony.

VOTING PROCESS



The date has been set. The venue locked in. The announcement made. Now all that remains is the small matter of 
getting the job done. This is where the promises are tested, dreams given a reality check, ideas thrown into the playing 
arena. The Wizcraft team, passionate, willful, unflappable, makes sure that plans hold, no matter what the challenges. 

The PR and media units have their antennae tuned to the print, TV and new media platforms. They become the eyes, 
ears and voice of IIFA while the production team goes about their work quietly, 
resolutely. IIFA is the world’s biggest film carnival, headlined by stars and their larger-than-life auras. 
But this giant, starry canopy is supported by an intricate, invisible network of logistical and organisational support. 

Our travel, hotel and security requirements run into staggering numbers, and the logistical team has to take the 
weather, technical snags, sundry delays, and the stars’ wishes, all in their stride. Every giant leap for IIFA is made 
possible by thousands of footsteps we take collectively as a team.

From the moment a guest is invited to IIFA, to the time she/he lands home, we ensure that the experience is warm 
and memorable. In 2004 in Singapore, for instance, the legendary Dilip Kumar had been invited to receive the 
Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema award. He responded to the invitation with a simple request – that his 
home chef be allowed to travel with him. IIFA was delighted to honour a charming little request from one of Indian 
cinema’s favourite luminaries.
 

But this giant, starry canopy 
is supported by an intricate,
invisible network of logistical 
and organisational support. 
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“As actors, we barely get a chance to travel 
for leisure. We travel a lot for work but we 
don’t get the chance to experience the culture 
of any place we visit as we’re there for work.
IIFA gives us the opportunity to let our hair 
down and experience the culture, cuisine,
luxuries, adventures, etc. of the destination 
that we’re at. It’s One Big Bollywood Party!”

- Parineeti Chopra

Mammoth productions and multi-crore deals. Big-ticket releases and trade analysis. 
Publicity, tie-ups, buzz. The world’s biggest movie industry is hard at work 
round-the-clock, all through the year. The stakes are big, the pressure intense and the need 
to stay on top of things, overwhelming. But there’s one time during the year when 
hotshot filmmakers and their cavalcade of stars allow themselves a breather. The box-office 
and critics, overseas collections and high-powered negotiations take a backseat. It’s time to 
exhale and breathe in a fresh burst of energy and excitement. It’s time for the film folk to 
revel in their work and colleagues. IIFA helps the industry connect with one another in a 
faraway location, leaving the rigours of their profession aside.

The IIFA Weekend, from the point of view of the stars, is the mother of all parties. A 
grand, exciting, foot-tapping, back-slapping, ice-breaking party. It’s where they get to 
meet their friends and rivals, old colleagues and new acquaintances, in an atmosphere of 
genuine bonhomie. IIFA Weekend activities range from stars discovering cities on bikes 
and petting lion cubs, getting pampered at spas and entranced by history, and the fun 
culminates with the rocking after-parties. From swapping stories on airplanes to giggling 
over bloopers backstage, sharing in-jokes and making unlikely friends, the IIFA Weekend 
has grown to become a thread that connects different people and groups of the industry. 
There is no outsider here; the industry is all in it together.

And the fun is infectious. From the perspective of the fans, the IIFA Weekend is a 
one-of-a-kind bridge to their favourite stars. Not only does the IIFA Weekend transport 
the glorious film industry to fans’ cities, it also gives fans an actual chance to interact with 
their idols. From the Friends of IIFA volunteer programmes to the IIFA worshops, and 
from Weekend with the Stars to football and cricket matches under the IIFA Foundation, 
fans get a glimpse of their idols in unusual and exciting contexts. The access is immediate 
and the joy unbridled.
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For the media, the IIFA Weekend is a great opportunity to 
deliver quality content to their readers, listeners and viewers. 
It gives them the chance to engage with the stars, not merely through 
hurried sound bytes and photo shoots, but through well-planned media 
interactions and briefings. Interviews and photo-ops are a big part of the 
Weekend, and journalists, 
photographers and other professionals are treated as a part 
of the IIFA family.The media briefing centre is brimming with activity 
and information 24x7: whether at the airport, in the heart of the city or at 
conferences, the stars really open up to their fans during the IIFA 
Weekend, through the press.

The host city is steeped in the colours of IIFA right through the period 
leading up to the Weekend. IIIFA is like a visiting carnival that pulls 
everyone in with its verve and charm. There’s more activity in shops and 
restaurants, theatres and hotels when the festival of Indian cinema hits the 
town. Local businesses ride high on the IIFA wave. The excitement is 
palpable in the streets and cafes, homes and city centres. The mood is 
upbeat, and the local economy reflects these high spirits with a boost in 
sales.

The host country makes the headlines along with the IIFA stars right 
though the Weekend. And the global media and business community are 
all ears during the charmed days that IIFA visits 
a nation. 

Bringing all the different elements of the IIFA Weekend, and putting 
them together for global viewers, is the TV production team. When 
audiences tune in, they’re delivered the entire 
Weekend experience, streamlined and packaged to entertain 
and inspire. From celeb jaunts to star performances on the awards stage, 
viewers have the galaxy of stars spread out 
before them. All the glamour and grandeur of the IIFA Weekend 
is distilled into the TV broadcast, with the best creative and 
technical minds putting their skills together.

To sum up the multi-layered, many-splendoured experience: 
the IIFA Weekend is where the film industry, fans and the world renew 
their love for Indian cinema, where business ties between countries are 
developed and strengthened, where talent and technology is exchanged 
between Cinemas, where cultures and people from across the world meet.



The South African premiere of Lagaan at IIFA in Sun City in 2001 was a 
landmark event for Indian cinema. It opened the doors for the distribution of 
Indian films in a whole new market and gave Hindi films the coverage that 
they deserved. The upbeat start led to more such premieres as IIFA travelled 
from one nation to the other. Amitabh Bachchan’s reprisal of his role as the 
quintessential Mumbai Don, Sarkar Raj, premiered at the Bangkok IIFA in 
2008 and was attended by the Queen of Thailand. Indian cinema getting the 
royal treatment – IIFA’s dream come true.  
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To announce a new film, or promote a finished one, when the entire film industry, global audience and international press are 
tuned in: a filmmaker’s fantasy. IIFA added film promotions to its repertoire in Genting Highlands in 2002 with Kaante.
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Glamour, business, global representation – IIFA rests on many pillars. But one of its defining qualities is its strong social allegiance. The 
IIFA Foundation has grown to include sporting and other activities undertaken for the benefit of deserving members of the Indian film 
industry, and select charities in host nations. The 2005 IIFA in Amsterdam featured a celebrity cricket match, with Shah Rukh Khan and 
Hrithik Roshan leading their respective sides. The 2007 IIFA in Yorkshire saw the IIFA XI lock horns with the Yorkshire XI, while in 
2010 the Sangakkara XI and Hrithik Roshan XI played a cricket match for UNICEF and Habitat for Humanity.  
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IIFA not only takes the stars and filmmakers around the globe, it also gives the world an opportunity to engage with them 
meaningfully through a sizeable press contingent. The media centre is a hub of activity during the IIFA Weekend, in-depth 

information being posted round-the-clock. Media interactions are facilitated and big announcements made on the IIFA stage. 
People’s Magazine chose the 2010 IIFA in Sri Lanka to launch their new publication, ‘Beautiful People.’



IIFA not only takes the stars and filmmakers around the globe, it also gives the world an opportunity to engage with them 
meaningfully through a sizeable press contingent. The media centre is a hub of activity during the IIFA Weekend, in-depth 

information being posted round-the-clock. Media interactions are facilitated and big announcements made on the IIFA stage. 
People’s Magazine chose the 2010 IIFA in Sri Lanka to launch their new publication, ‘Beautiful People.’



The stars are IIFA’s crowning glory. And the IIFA Weekend gives fans an exciting glimpse into their icons’ lives, right in 
the midst of their cities. A bike ride with Abhishek Bachchan at Dam Square in Amsterdam, breakfast with Suniel Shetty 
at Dubai’s Grand Hyatt, picnicking with the three Deols at Harewood House in Yorkshire, walking through Siam Ocean 
World with Priyanka Chopra. IIFA’s candid moments are a tribute to fans who make Indian cinema the global force that 
it is.

Bipasha Basu at the Singapore Zoo 
during IIFA 2012 
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Kapoor family at the opening ceremony of the Raj 
Kapoor Retrospective at TIFF Bell Light Box, Toronto.

Legendary filmmaker Yash Chopra inaugurated this offering of IIFA at the 
Amsterdam edition in 2005, where 25 Hindi films including Dhoom, Maqbool, 
Iqbal and Dil Chahta Hai were screened. At Yorkshire in 2007, the ‘Love at First 
Sight’ film festival took shape, while at Toronto in 2011, the ‘Balle Balle 
Bollywood’ festival enthralled the large Punjabi immigrant population. Once the 
IIFA Weekend had wrapped up, a Raj Kapoor retrospective spanning six weeks kept 
fans connected to Indian cinema.- Anupam Kher

“Thanks to IIFA, Hindi Cinema is
getting global recognition.”
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“It gives me great pleasure to announce that IIFA from 
this year onwards has taken upon itself, in addition to 
climate change as a cause it wishes to pursue, also the 
‘Power of 49.49 per cent is the figure of the women we 
have in our country today and we know as a nation we 
can call ourselves civilized if this 49 per cent gets
empowered,” veteran actress Shabana Azmi announced 
at an IIFA 2013 Press Meet.



The business of cinema is what keeps the wheels of the film industry turning. The FICCI Global Business 
Forum kicked off in Amsterdam in 2005, with the participation 

of the Dutch government. Since then, the forum has grown to encompass wider areas of industry, with 
an eye to furthering the global business impact of Indian cinema. Partnerships are forged, new 

opportunities created and mindsets changed at this convention of 
the keenest business minds.



From a one-night awards show, IIFA gradually grew into a bustling weekend of activities. The buzz and goodwill gained even more momentum 
every successive year, and the build-up to the awards night now covers two fun-filled months. The Yorkshire edition in 2007 kicked off with 
film-inspired melas and bazaars, dance and yoga workshops, fashion and art events all across the region. At Toronto in 2011, the focus was on 
strengthening Indo-Ontarian ties. That edition alone spanned over 65 events that celebrated South Asian culture, underscoring IIFA’s motto, 
‘One People. One World.’
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The graceful Dia Mirza hosted IIFA’s first-ever fashion show, in Dubai in 
2006. Vikram Phadnis and Manish Malhotra’s designs lit up the ramp, all for a 
good cause supported by the IIFA Foundation. Karan Johar did the honours at 

the Bangkok IIFA in 2008, where Rohit Bal, Sabyasachi and other designers 
featured prominently. The music component of the show added another 

dimension to the evening. Anushka Manchanda’s blues rendition of IIFA song 
nominees at the Colombo edition in 2010 was especially memorable. 

The Toronto edition of IIFA in 2011 redefined the music and fashion aspect 
of IIFA Weekend. It was conceived, produced and broadcast as an 

independent event, with an estimated 650 million viewers on the Star 
Network tuning in. With Karan Johar and Anushka Sharma as 

hosts, the event featured the work of fashion czars like 
Sabyasachi and Rajesh Pratap Singh, and music artists 

Jermaine Jackson, Sonu Nigam and  
Salim-Sulaiman. 



IIFA is forever in the service of Indian cinema. IIFA workshops aim to 
create the best conditions for an exchange of film-related knowledge, 
expertise and experience. Shabana Azmi, Javed Akhtar, Karan Johar and 
Abhishek Bachchan helmed the sessions at Amsterdam’s Tropen Theatre in 
2005 with great success. And in 2007 in Yorkshire, a workshop on Satyajit 
Ray was conducted by BAFTA in the Regions. The Tampa Bay edition in 
2014 features a masterclass by Vidya Balan and Hollywood legend Kevin 
Spacey, sure to inspire film students and practitioners alike. 

The first ever IIFA music workshop, at Toronto 2011, could not have met 
with a better response. ‘Music Bringing Cinema Alive’ gave the audience 
the chance to actually participate in the song-writing process under the 
guidance of poet-lyricist Javed Akhtar. Starting the audience off with the 
first few lines, the poet then called for crowd-sourced options! And when 
the words were put together in a composition, they were sung by no less 
than expert composers from successful musical teams, Shankar, Salim and 
Vishal. Music by the people, of the people, for the people.
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When Amitabh Bachchan made the inaugural speech at the first ever IIFA Awards, at London’s Millennium 
Dome in 2000, it was a golden moment for many reasons. India’s phenomenal film industry had made the leap 
into the beyond, the future. International superstars like Jackie Chan and Angelina Jolie joined in the 
celebrations, eager to establish close ties with the brave new Indian cinema. It was a night of promise, of forging a 
new relationship. And by the time the promise was renewed at IIFA 2001 in South Africa, the show had already 
become a global phenomenon.

With every step forward, IIFA has conquered a new frontier. At Sun City, we made an important breakthrough in 
the area of Hindi film distribution in South Africa, opening up new revenue streams for the industry. At Genting 
Highlands in 2002, IIFA grew from its original one-night format to a three-day weekend extravaganza. At IIFA 
2003 in Johannesburg, a new South African distributor and exhibitor for Indian cinema was locked in, even as 
fans were enthralled by performers ranging from local group African Rhythms to Saif Ali Khan and Rani Mukerji.

When IIFA moved to Singapore in 2004, the nation opened its heart to welcome it. The anticipation was 
immense and the IIFA Weekend more than lived up to the build-up. The Singapore sojourn resulted in long-term 
business ties for the film industry. Krrish, the superhero blockbuster, was shot almost entirely in Singapore, 
thanks to IIFA playing cupid between the production and the nation.

In 2005, IIFA travelled to Amsterdam, and everyone from the city’s mayor to the world press had joined the 
party. Fans were treated to one of the best-ever live acts, by Indian cinema’s first family – a spectacular rendition 
of Kajra Re by the Amitabh Bachchan-Aishwarya Rai-Abhishek Bachchan trio.   

The 2006 IIFA in Dubai brings to mind the iconic image of Salman Khan and Jean Claude Van Damme sharing 
the stage. The east’s favourite bad boy with the west’s biggest action hero: a truly surreal moment for fans of 
cinema globally.

The 2007 IIFA in Yorkshire, England, was special for many reasons. There was a giant leap in the number of 
events conducted during the IIFA Weekend, and staggering TV viewership figures. It was here that IIFA first 
rolled out the Green Carpet and joined the environmental crusade.

“Indian cinema had begun its global journey. 
And IIFA was its golden chariot.”
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By the 2008 IIFA in Bangkok, the reach and impact of the event had grown to unprecedented 
heights. Akshay Kumar was honoured by the Minister of Tourism for building bridges between 
nations, while Nobel Laureate Dr. R. K. Pachauri was honoured with the IIFA Global 
Leadership Award.

At Macau in 2009, hosts Boman Irani and Riteish Deshmukh left audiences in awe as they 
made a spectacular entry in a hot-air balloon, while Cirque du Soleil put up a stunning 
performance.

The IIFA 2010 Awards, Colombo were memorable for Jacqueline Fernandez’ opening act and a 
colourful celebration of Sri Lankan culture. And, a celebrity charity cricket match saw the likes 
of superstar Kumar Sangakkara take the field against Hindi cinema’s own wonder-boys.

Toronto 2011 was the venue for many firsts: tickets to the awards were sold in record time, 
international superstars like Hillary Swank and Cuba Gooding Jr. joined festivities, and Shah 
Rukh Khan was presented the city proclamation by the City of Toronto Mayor Rob Ford. 

Hosts Farhan Akhtar and Shahid Kapoor turned the IIFA Awards on its head at Singapore in 
2012 with a brand new style of presenting: young, original, bold and unstoppably funny. Liv 
Ullmann, Ingmar Bergman’s celebrated leading lady, crowned the show with her majestic 
presence.

The two empresses of the Hindi film industry – Sridevi and Madhuri – bedazzled audiences at 
the 2013 IIFA in Macau. Madhuri’s fantastical couture, complete with 3D mapping, transported 
the queen of the ‘80s and ‘90s straight into the hearts and minds of Generation Now.

And with a live audience of 25,000 and an estimated global viewership of more than 800 
million, IIFA 2014 in Tampa Bay broke all previous records of quality and popularity as 
Bollywood met Hollywood with superstars John Travolta and Kevin Spacey in attendance.

India’s phenomenal film industry had made the leap into the beyond, 
the future.
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When IIFA said hello to the world in 2000,
it was in the words of Amitabh
Bachchan, the star of stars and

the leading light of Indian cinema.

“Move over LA ... here comes Mumbai”, screamed The Times headline. IIFA was 
welcomed to its first ever desitnation with media frenzy and fan hysteria! TV anchors and scrolls repeated the IIFA 
chant across the United Kingdom. 

Amitabh Bachchan delivered the inaugural address to a packed Millennium Dome audience. And IIFA was on its way.

After a year of planning One Amazing Night, it finally arrived on June 24, 2000. There was excitement and quite a few 
nerves. Would the world show up at Indian cinema’s overseas spectacle? That question was answered instantly as 
London roared with excitement when the stars came out. From Hindi cinema’s heartthrobs like Sanjay Dutt and 
Raveena Tandon to international sensation Kylie Minogue, the night had all the makings of a stunner. Akshay Kumar 
and his martial arts performance with Shaolin monks was matched by Michael Moschen’s juggling act. And when SRK 
and Angelina gave away the best performance in a leading role female award, it was a true meeting of east and west. 

Outstanding contribution awards were given to stalwarts like Sunil Dutt, Lata Mangeshkar while Hollywood stars 
applauded Indian cinema. The audience was overcome with emotion as Dutt Sa’ab received his trophy from Dilip 
Kumar saying about the latter, “He is the son of India. The son of secular republic of India.”

“IIFA is a celebration of Indian Cinema’s eventful journey 
from the Coronation Cinema in Mumbai to the 

Millennium Dome today.”

UNITED

Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Sanjay Dutt - Vaastav

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Aishwarya Rai - Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam

Best Picture - Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam

Sanjay Leela Bansali - Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam
Best Direction

When IIFA said hello to the world in 2000,
it was in the words of Amitabh
Bachchan, the star of stars and

the leading light of Indian cinema.

‘Move over LA ... here comes Mumbai’ screamed The Times headline. IIFA was 
welcomed to its first ever desitnation with media frenzy and fan hysteria! TV anchors and scrolls repeated the IIFA 
chant across the United Kingdom. 

Amitabh Bachchan delivered the inaugural address to a packed Millennium Dome audience. And IIFA was on its 
way.

After a year of planning One Amazing Night, it finally arrived on June 24, 2000. There was excitement and quite a 
few nerves. Would the world show up at Indian cinema’s overseas spectacle? That question was answered instantly as 
London roared with excitement when the stars came out. From Hindi cinema’s heartthrobs like Sanjay Dutt and 
Raveena Tandon to international sensation Kylie Minogue, the night had all the makings of a stunner. Akshay Kumar 
and his martial arts performance with Shaolin monks was matched by Michael Moshcen’s juggling act. And when 
SRK and Angelina gave away the best actress award, it was a true meeting of east and west. 

Outstanding contribution awards were given to stalwarts like Sunil Dutt, Lata Mangeshkar while Hollywood stars 
applauded Indian cinema. The audience was overcome with emotion as Dutt Sa’ab received his trophy from Dilip 
Kumar saying about the latter, “He is the son of India. The son of secular republic of India.”

“IFA is a celebration of Indian Cinema’s eventful journey 
from the Coronation Cinema in Mumbai to the 

Millennium Dome today.”



The unassuming comic-action hero Jackie Chan made a straight-from-the-heart 
speech expressing his interest in featuring in an Indian film.

Angelina Jolie came on to stage and greeted the audience with a Namaste.

- Angelina Jolie, Hollywood Actress & Philanthropist

I just learned about these films and people, and I was just blown away.

- Jackie Chan, Chinese Martial Artist & Actor

There are a lot of producers and directors
here tonight. It’s great to see so many of 
them, as well as artists coming together on 
a single platform, stuff of brilliance!

"Thanks to IIFA, we got to see the magical
world of Bollywood."

- Kylie Minogue, Singer & Songwriter
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South Africa, where screening of Indian films 
was limited to the morning and matinee slots, 
now wanted more of Indian Cinema. IIFA 
opened up a whole new distributor network for 
Hindi Cinema.

IIFA’s second edition travelled to the Rainbow Nation, a nation whose 
historical struggles and triumphs inspire the whole of the modern world.

South Africa opened its arms to the Indian film industry. In only its 
second year IIFA’s impact was felt across the globe. The first ever world 
premiere at the IIFA Weekend was initiated in South Africa with media 
from across the world in attendance. IIFA gave the premiered film a 
platform to reach out to the world. The film was Lagaan which went on 
to storm the world.

IIFA is marketed as Celebrating Indian Cinema Across The Globe, but that is 
only part of the story. IIFA is about making friends all over the world and for 

forging – through cinema – a new understanding of, and love for, 
Indian nation. You are special people! 

– Zolelwa Mukozho, South African Tourism

A thought echoed by Javed Akhtar while receiving the award for 
lyrics for ‘Panchhee, nadiya, pavan ke jhonke’: ‘Ladies and 
gentlemen, at the risk of being slightly immodest, please allow me to 
tell you that I have been given quite a few awards for this particular 
song, but undoubtedly this award is very special. Special because it 
has been given to me in a very special country.’  To mark the 
occasion, IIFA incorporated colourful local acts – a tradition it has 
followed in every subsequent edition. From the rhythm of African 
Footprint and African Stampede to the marvel of Les Oiseaux du 
Paradise, the show expanded its horizons to include other cultures. 
The celebrated Bo Derek added some vintage Hollywood charm to 
the proceedings, but Indian cinema remained the event’s essence.
 
It was the year of Kaho Naa Pyaar Hai and the birth of the Hrithik 
Roshan phenomenon. And the film took home the bulk of popular 
awards. What’s more, Rakesh Roshan announced his next film, Koi 
Mil Gaya and its lead pair – Hrithik Roshan and Preity Zinta – right 
here. IIFA was on its way to becoming Indian cinema’s big 
launchpad.



G
Aamir Khan - Lagaan

Performance in a Leading Role – Female

Performance in a Leading Role – Male

Tabu - Chandni Bar

Best Picture - Lagaan

2002

IIFA

MALAYSIA

GENTING
HIGH

LANDS



As IIFA’s ratings went north, the show travelled east.
It was in the idyllic Genting Highlands that ‘One Amazing 
Night’ turned into the IIFA Weekend, with allied and fringe 
activities making it a three-day festival. Lagaan was the toast 
of the show, winning awards for music, female playback 
singing, lyrics, story, picture, director and actor. And, adding 
the timeless touch to the year’s proceedings was Shiamak 
Davar’s heartwarming, foot-tapping, nostalgia-evoking 
tribute to Yash Chopra. Another IIFA promise that came true 
over the years.

‘One Amazing Night’ turned 
into the IIFA Weekend, with

allied and fringe activities 
making it a three-day festival.
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J
Performance in a Leading Role – Male

Shahrukh Khan - Devdas

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Aishwarya Rai - Devdas

Best Picture - Devdas

Best Direction- Sanjay Leela Bhansali - Devdas

IIFA

2003
SOUTH AFRICA

JOHAN
NESBURG



The IIFA Awards returned to the Rainbow Nation in 2003, and this year, they were dedicated to celebrating 
a decade of strong, friendly ties between India and South Africa. Anil Kapoor, who hosted the show with the 
effervescent Dia Mirza, summed up the thoughts of the IIFA family when he said, “It’s an honour to preside 
over an event that awards excellence in every department of filmmaking. It’s an honour to cut across 
geographical barriers with our cinema and, most importantly, it’s an honour to be here in this beautiful land 
of South Africa.” Akshay Kumar, Salman Khan and Rani Mukerji lit up the stage with their performances 
while Saif Ali Khan put up an endearing musical tribute to Dev Anand.
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S
Performance in a Leading Role - Male - Hrithik Roshan

        Koi...Mil Gaya as Rohit Mehra

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Preity Zinta- Kal Ho Naa Ho as Naina Catheriene Kapur/Patel

Best Picture -Kal Ho Naa Ho
Dharma Produtions

Rakesh Roshan- Koi...Mil Gaya
Best Direction

IIFA

2004



Uniquely Singapore promised the tagline of the fifth IIFA. 
And that’s exactly what this weekend was. With a 
contingent of over 450 stars celebrities, cricketers, 
industrialists and government leaders, Indian cinema’s 
travelling carnival had grown to never-before heights. The 
theme for the Awards: The greats of the silver screen 
celebrated by the stars of today. It was a meeting of 
nostalgia and contemporary energy, and the stars all got 
into the act. A beautiful reflection of the humanity and 
warmth at the core of the IIFA pageant.   
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2005

IIFA

Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Shah Rukh Khan
Veer-Zaara as Veer Pratap Singh

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Rani Mukerji- Hum Tum as Rhea Prakash

Best Picture- Veer-Zaara
Yash Raj Films

Yash Chopra- Veer Zaara
Best Direction

AM
STER
DAM

NETHERLANDS

“Today, in its sixth year, if IIFA is one
of the foremost award celebrations,
a lion’s share of this credit goes to 
Yashji (Yash Johar). Apart from being 
its advisory board member, he was a 
guiding beacon of light that kept 
IIFA on the right course.”

-AMITABH BACHCHAN

“Today, in its sixth year, if IIFA is one of the
 foremost award celebrations, a lion’s share of this 
credit goes to Yashji (Yash Johar). Apart from being 
its advisory board member, he was a guiding beacon 
of light that kept IIFA on the right course.”

-Amitabh Bachchan





The Bachchan family joining in
the IIFA festivities.

“I’d like to thank IIFA which has 
given a wonderful opportunity, a 
world platform to launch their new 
product and launch themselves.”

- Abhishek Bachchan



IIFA’s mentor would’ve been proud of the shape the ceremony took in the land of flowers. 
Everything from the stunning stage design to the performances was redolent of Amsterdam’s 
beauty and intrigue: the magical ‘Kajra Re’ performance by Amitabh Bachchan, Aishwarya 
Rai and Abhishek Bachchan raised the bar higher for all the industry. 

The Mayor of Amsterdam, Job Cohen, emphasised the cross-cultural facet of IIFA when he 
said, “Indian cinema in Holland and in Europe will grow from home viewing to mainstream 
theatres, adding a new cultural flavour to our already rich blend.” The fragrance of Indian 
cinema will forever linger in that magnificent city in the form of a tulip named after the 
exquisite Aishwarya Rai Bachchan.



Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Amitabh Bachchan
Black as Debraj Sahai

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Rani Mukerji- Black as Michelle McNally

Best Picture - Black
Applause Entertainment

Sanjay Leela Bhansali- Black
Best Direction



The mystique of the desert. Beautiful minarets. 
Stained glass lamps and hookahs spewing fragrant 
smoke. The seventh IIFA took the caravan of the 
stars into exotic Arabia and infused it with its own 
energy and charm. The magnificent Airport Expo 
in Dubai was the scene of regal splendour with 
stars from Akshay Kumar to Preity Zinta 
enthralling the audiences. Action heroes Salman 
Khan and Jean Claude Van Damme shared the 
stage, even as Saif Ali Khan honoured Rishi 
Kapoor with a medley of his songs. And in a first 
for IIFA, British PM Tony Blair welcomed IIFA to 
Yorkshire, the next year’s destination, in a recorded 
message. 

The mystique of the desert. Beautiful minarets.
Stained glass lamps and hookahs spewing
fragrant smoke. The seventh IIFA took
the carvan of the stars into exotic Arabia. The IIFA Journey 114/115



Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Hrithik Roshan
Krrish as Krishna Mehra/ Rohit Mehra/ Krrish

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Rani Mukerji- Kabhi Alvida Naa Kehna as Maya Talwar

Best Picture- Rang de Basanti
UTV Motion Pictures

Best Direction- Rajkumar Hirani
Lage Raho Munna Bhai



When IIFA made its debut in 2000, it was as an unknown entity at the Millennium Dome. When it 
returned to England in 2007, everything had changed. England and the world had woken up to the 
phenomenon of Indian cinema. And so the Yorkshire edition, in the land that millions of Indians call 
home, was a celebration like no other. In keeping with British tradition, humour and irreverence were 
the key elements of the show. From the time that hosts Boman Irani and Lara Dutta made their entry 
in a golf cart, the audience knew they were in for a laugh-fest. ‘Love at first sight’, Yorkshire’s tagline, 
was the IIFA refrain too. Tessa Jowell, Secretary of State, Culture and Sport, UK summed up the 
mood of the hosts saying: “By coming to Britain, you are acknowledging the huge following that 
Indian cinema has in this country and the scale of the work we do together. Bollywood style, music, 
dance and fashion have taken off in the UK. There is nothing hotter.” 

“By coming to Britain, you are acknowledging the huge following 

that Indian cinema has in this country and the scale of the work we 

do together. Bollywood style, music, dance and fashion have taken 

off in the UK. There is nothing hotter.”  

-Tessa Jowell, Secretary of State, Culture and Sport, UK
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Performance in Leading Role - Male - Shah Rukh Khan
Chak De! India as Kabir Khan

Performance in a leading Role - Female
 Kareena Kapoor- Jab We Met as Geet Dhillon          

Best Picture - Chak De! India
Yah Raj Films

Shimit Amin- Chak De! India
Best Direction



Akshay Kumar won wide applause from the host city. After all, he 
called the city home in his pre-cinema years.“I have so many 
wonderful memories from this gentle city … I would love to be the 
permanent resident of this amazing Thailand.” 



When hosts Boman Irani and Riteish Deshmukh made a dramatic and bizarre entry on a pair of elephants, it was clear that this was 
going to be a larger-than-life spectacle. Siam Niramit, the venue for the Awards, had infused IIFA with its own charm by sharing their 
theatre, complete with fantastic props and scenery and state-of-the-art tech facilities. The result was an incredible theatrical 
experience.

While the show was embellished with stars from Govinda to Priyanka Chopra and Katrina Kaif to Kareena Kapoor, Akshay Kumar 
won wide applause from the host city. After all, he called the city home in his pre-cinema years. “I have so many wonderful memories 
from this gentle city … I would love to be a permanent resident of amazing Thailand.” In return, the star was felicitated by the host 
nation for building bridges and playing a pivotal role in bringing India and Thailand together. 

IIFA prides itself not only on building bridges between nations, but also between different kinds of cinema. Shyam Benegal’s 
acceptance speech for Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema was a fitting tribute to this aspect: “For many years I have been 
making films on the margins of the mainstream, and then to suddenly receive an award like this by the mainstream representation of 
the Indian film industry is something quite extraordinary. Thank you IIFA.”

“For many years I have been making films on the margins of the mainstream, and then to 

suddenly receive an award like this by the mainstream representation of the Indian film 

industry is something quite extraordinary. Thank you IIFA.” 

-Shyam Benegal’s acceptance speech for Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
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Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Hrithik Roshan
Jodha Akbar as Akbar

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Priyanka Chopra - Fashion as Meghna Mathur

Best Picture- Jodhaa Akbar
UTV Motion Pictures and Ashutosh Gowariker Productions

Ashutosh Gowariker - Jodhaa Akbar
Best Direction



The dream-like Venetian Macau was the
venue for the ten-year celebrations of IIFA.

The dreamlike Venetian Macau was the venue for the ten-year celebrations of IIFA. The marvelous Cirque du Soleil shared 
their special effects repertoire with IIFA,making it a magical experience for viewers. As the show was growing to stratospheric 

heights, hosts Boman Irani and Riteish Deshmukh had been inspiring a loyal following from audiences. Their banter, gags and 
general bonhomie had become one of the calling cards of the awards night. And as this night proved, they were the unarguable 

kings of the movie spoof. 

In honour of IIFA’s 10 years, five special trophies, collectively called the IIFA Golden Decade Honors, were presented.
Jodhaa Akbar, meanwhile, swept the popular awards.

Sonam Kapoor’s first performance at IIFA Awards, Macau



Performance in a Leading Role – Male
Amitabh Bachchan- Paa as Auro

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Kareena Kapoor - 3Idiots as Pia Sahastrabudhe (tie)

Best Picture - 3Idiots
Vinod Chopra Productions

Best Direction- Rajkumar Hirani 3 Idiots



The IIFA Awards in Colombo were a colossal affair in a glorious stadium. Hosts Riteish Deshmukh, Boman Irani 
and Lara Dutta unleashed their armoury of gags and spoofs to make it a night to remember. The gentlemen hosts 
spoofed all six Best Picture nominations before they were announced, entertaining stars and fans alike. Hrithik 
Roshan was the big star act, surprising audiences with his first-ever live musical performance, a song from his 
forthcoming film Kites. Multi-talented host Boman Irani was accompanied by a local kids’ choir in his rendition
of ‘Saari umra bhar’ from 3 Idiots. Salman Khan made an unusual entry that began at the Green Carpet, where he 
joined various dance groups from Sri Lanka turn-by-turn in their acts, before continuing the fun on stage. 
From the carpet to the dais and beyond, the fun was stretching along all sides of IIFA for fans and stars alike.

The IIFA Awards in Colombo were a
colossal affair in a glorious stadium. 



Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Shah Rukh Khan
My Name is Khan as Rizwan Khan

Performance in a Leading Role – Female

Best Picture - Dabangg
Arbaaz Khan Productions

Karan Johar- My name is Khan
Best Direction



IIFA is always special because it takes 
the awards all over the world. 
It makes Indian films look nice
everywhere and when you come down 
to different cities and different 
countries and meet all the Asians, I 
feel very humbled, very honoured and 
very loved. It is a nice property, that 
IIFA is. 

– Shah Rukh Khan,
   Actor (for Toronto IIFA)
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The first 7,000 tickets for the IIFA awards
were sold in less than five minutes.

Ranvir & Sonakshi’s first performance at IIFA Awards, Toronto

IIFA’s North American debut was a chart-topper from the word 
go. Consider this: the first 7,000 tickets for the IIFA awards 
were sold in less than five minutes. The show attracted the 
biggest live audience, with 28,367 people attending the event at 
the Rogers Centre. In all, 5,697 guests were invited while 
22,670 tickets were sold publicly. Pulling out of this grid of 
mind-boggling numbers, you find a spectacle that is pure magic. 

“We welcome you with open arms to see our land, meet our 
people and share our story. Welcome IIFA. Welcome, my 
friends, to Ontario,” said Dalton McGuinty, Premier of 
Ontario, foreshadowing the festivities. The international 
fraternity was well represented by stars like Cuba Gooding Jr., 
Hilary Swank, Brett Lee and Brian J White. And hosts Boman 
Irani and Riteish Deshmukh, in their fourth outing together, 
were in fine form. Hilary Swank won hearts when she said, 
“Namaste Toronto. Namaste India. Namaste World. Thank you 
Wizcraft for inviting me to be a part of this historic movement. 
India has a very special place in my heart, as does Toronto. 
Hollywood and Indian cinema must bring the world closer 
together. I believe in IIFA’s vision ‘One People. One world.’ 
The IIFAs truly rock.” 

SRK, the star act of the show arrived on a giant contraption, 
and got into the groove with his teeming fans. He engaged the 
audience from the word go, drawing them in with a Bollywood 
tutorial. And so the thousands in attendance were treated to a 
no-holds-barred dance lesson from the King Khan himself, 
with wigs, flags and pom poms thrown in for good measure! 

Collecting his trophy for Outstanding Achievement by an 
Indian in International Cinema, Irrfan Khan summed up the 
show saying, “Let me first salute the Toronto crowd, the 
Toronto audience. If there were an award for best audience, 
it would not go anywhere other than Toronto. You have made 
this event extraordinary. Thank you for that. Thank you IIFA. 
Thank you everybody.”
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Best Actor in a leading Role - Ranbir Kapoor
Rockstar as Janardhan Jakhar JJ(Jordan)

   Vidya Balan- Dirty Picture as Reshma(Silk)

Best Picture - Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara
            Eros International, Excel Entertainment
            and UTV Motion Pictures

Zoya Akhtar – Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara
Best Direction

Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Ranbir Kapoor
Rockstar as Janardhan Jakhar JJ(Jordan)

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
   Vidya Balan- Dirty Picture as Reshma(Silk)



“IIFA has been amazing all these years. It’s a great concept because Indian movies 
are not just about India anymore. There’s such a huge international population that 
we take our films to. I enjoy coming to IIFA.”

- Priyanka Chopra

“IIFA has been amazing all these years. It’s a great concept because Indian movies are not just about India anymore. There’s such a 
huge international population that we take our films to. I enjoy coming to IIFA,” said Priyanka Chopra on the Green Carpet, 
capturing the mood perfectly.

Shahid Kapoor and Farhan Akhtar made sure everyone enjoyed the goings-on with their all-out shenanigans. From on-stage banter to 
off-stage leg pulling, the two infused a fresh dose of charm and verve into the show.

IIFA, meanwhile, expanded its repertoire to include South Indian cinema with IIFA Utsavam. Sridevi and AR Rahman, Kamal 
Hassan and Resul Pookutty were among the stars honoured for their contributions to the industry. 





Performance in a Leadinf Role - Male - Ranbir Kapoor
Barfi! as Murphy “Barfi” Johnson

Performance in a Leadinf Role - Female 
Vidya Balan- Kahaani as Vidya Bagchi

Best Picture - Barfi!
UTV Motion Pictures

Kahaani- Viacom 18 Motion Pictures,
Pen India Pvt.Ltd

Best Direction



IIFA returned to the majestic 
Venetian Macau for an encore of 
splendour, indulgence and vintage 
IIFA fun. SRK and Shahid Kapoor 
got into the mood: ribbing the new 
kids on the block, Ayushmann 
Khurrana and Sushant Singh 
Rajput. Tugging a mobile witness 
box along the audience aisles, they 
even put the stars on the spot, 
donning lawyers’ robes! Javed 
Akhtar was honoured for his 
contribution to Indian cinema 
while Anupam Kher was 
felicitated for his international 
forays. But the stars that left the 
audience spellbound were Hindi 
cinema’s queen bees, the ageless 
Sridevi and Madhuri. 
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Performance in a Leadinf Role - Male - Farhan Akhtar
Bhaag Milkha Bhaag as Milkha Singh

Performance in a Leadinf Role - Female
Deepika Padukone - Chennai Express as Meenalochni Azhagusundaram

Best Picture - Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
Viacom 18 Motion Pictures & Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra

Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra - Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
Best Direction



And what better way to celebrate than a date for Bollywood with its counterpart 
half way across the globe.
 
In its 15th year, IIFA set foot for the very first time in the United States of 
America in the picturesque city of Tampa, Florida.
 
The ball was set rolling as Priyanka Chopra and Anil Kapoor set out on an IIFA 
2014 announcement Press Tour in Tampa, New York and Los Angeles. Media 
and fan frenzy greeted the stars at every venue. “Bollywood to mesmerise the 
United States as the 15th IIFA Weekend & Awards are set to make its American 
debut in Tampa Bay,” screamed the headlines. The tempo and frenzy gathered 
momentum with Press Conferences in the US Consulate in Mumbai attended by 
US Ambassador Peter Haas, the Tampa Bay delegation, Bollywood stars 
Madhuri Dixit Nene, Anil Kapoor, Saif Ali Khan, Kareena Kapoor, Bipasha Basu 
and music director Pritam along with key sponsors and partners. America 
opened its arms to IIFA as Vidya Balan toured New York, Houston and Tampa.
 
April 2014 Tampa Bay was abuzz as the IIFA contingent of stars started 
descending into the city. Fans and media from across the world poured in 
…IIFA was in the house! Fans got their first glimpse and interaction with the 
stars at a special reception area hosted by Tampa International Airport. Every 
incoming group was greeted and cheered by 2,000-3,000 fans.
 
Tampa Bay was on an adrenaline rush as its streets, public spaces, hotel lobbies 
overflowed with hysterical fans and media hoping to catch a glimpse of the IIFA 
glitterati.
 
For the very first time, the IIFA Weekend expanded its scope to a four day 
celebration.
 

WHEN
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The IIFA Weekend kicked off with IIFA Stomp - Bollywood’s 
party in the park. The audience was served an intoxicating cocktail – an 
mélange of singers, DJs, stars and percussion by Ravi Drums. A crowd of
over 8000 electrified Curtis Hixon Park – the highest ever-public gathering 
the park had witnessed.



A huge success from 
the word go, the IIFA 
Expo was a world fair.

The FICCI-IIFA Global Business Forum began the festivities 
with an engagement with business leaders led by Harshvardhan 
Neotia and N.R. Narayana Murthy, and policy influencers such 
as Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi and Dr. R.K. Pachauri, 
discussing bilateral trade and business synergies across America 
and India.
 
An inaugural press conference attended by IIFA stars and 
dignitaries kicked off the Weekend into high gear, announcing 
the activities lined up through the much-anticipated weekend.

 
Day 2 also hosted an acting workshop by Anupam Kher for the 
community to give them a glimpse into the craft. 
 
A new entrant to the IIFA Weekend was the IIFA Expo. A huge 
success from the word go, the IIFA Expo was a display of business 
from India and US featuring property, wellness, jewellery, tourism, 
bridal wear, clothing, handicrafts and artefacts.
 
The day culminated with IIFA Rocks, a celebration of fashion and 
music. Collections by ace designers Manish Malhotra for Mijwan 
Welfare Society and Vikram Phadnis stunned the audience even as 
young singers Ankit Tiwari, Monali Thakur, Bhoomi Trivedi and 
the sensational percussionist Ravi Drums entertained them.



The FICCI IIFA Global Business forum and IIFA Expo continued into 
the Day 3, the star of the day was IIFA Magic of the Movies at the Mid 
Florida Credit Union Amphitheater – a glittering star studded evening 
hosted by Saif Ali Khan and Vir Das. The show was a mesmerizing blend 
of music,star performances and presentation of technical awards.

The entertainment extravaganza took off with Saif and Vir’s witty and 
humorous repartee and had the audiences on a high with every 
performance. Farhan Akhtar rocked the night with his band, Sonakshi 
Sinha sizzled to her super hits, Bipasha Basu swayed to current tracks, 
Kareena Kapoor Khan had the audience spellbound with her broadway 
style retro act, Rahat Fateh Ali Khan mesmerized the audience with his 
voice, Mika had everyone dancing at there seat and Hrithik Roshan 
spontaneously jumping up on stage to shake a leg with him, and Pritam 
took the house by storm with a unique collaboration featuring Blue Grass 
musicians from Nashville alongside singers from India. It truly was a 
mélange of cultures. Technical Awards winners were announced and 
honoured on stage, as stars like Deepika Padukone, Priyanka Chopra, 
Madhuri Dixit, Anil Kapoor, Parineeti Chopra amongst others cheered 
them on there achievements.



The day was charged with electricity from the early hours of the 
morning as IIFA bought to town two of Hollywood’s biggest stars 
- Kevin Spacey and John Travolta. This was the day when the two 
titans would meet – Hollywood and Bollywood. 

The IIFA contingent was present in full force at the IIFA Master 
class with internationally acclaimed Hollywood sensation Kevin 
Spacey and Indian superstar Priyanka Chopra. The discussion was 
full of homour and intensity at the same time as the stars shared 

their insights and valable experiences on a variety of subjects 
relating to Cinema. On the other hand the IIFA Expo was running 
to a full house with stars walking in, flash fashion shows and 
performances being enjoyed by thousands every day.

Tampa city on Day 4 was a sight to behold. Bollywood was most 
definitely the flavor of the day. The city was in full swing with 
Bollywood music, shrieks of excited fans as they spotted their 
favourite celebrities, selfies being clicked, pictures being uploaded, 
social media going wild with a build-up of crowd outside the 
Raymond James Stadium for  the crown jewel of the IIFA 
Weekend – the IIFA Awards.

As the sunset in Tampa Bay, the swarm of people outside the Raymond James stadium grew steadily to 
huge numbers with over 25,000 people waiting for the green carpet to begin. IIFA’s legendary Green 
Carpet now awaited its stars. The name chanting, screaming reached a phenomenal high as the cars 
began to arrive. Stars stepp ed out to receive the warmest and craziest welcome from fans and media 
alike. The air was charged with an infectious energy which soon had stars Hrithik Roshan, Deepika 
Padukone, Kevin Spacey, Priyanka Chopra, John Travolta, Ranveer Singh, Madhuri Dixit, Anil 
Kapoor, Sonakshi Sinha, Saif Ali Khan, Kareena Kapoor Khan, Bipasha Basu, Parineeti Chopra 
among others posing for selfies, declaring love for their fans, signing autographs, interacting with the 
media and showing their excitement to be at another IIFA Awards with some even showing off 
famous dance moves on the carpet itself. John Travolta and Kevin Spacey were in awe of the warmest 
hug and welcome by Bollywood and its fans.

The hustle and bustle of an audience of over 24000 in the Raymond James arena quieted down to a 
hush as the show begun. A night many of them had only dreamed of being a part of until now.  
Anticipation filled the stadium and a roar erupted as a pirate ship made its way through the audience 
with the hosts of the evening on board – Farhan Akhtar and Shahid Kapoor who paid tribute to Tampa’s 
local culture were dressed as buccaneers. The duo had the audience begging for more from the word go 
with their rip-roaring witticisms.  They demanded the key to Tampa Bay from the Mayor ready to 
unlock the treasure on stage.

A stunning opening act by local talent and Tampa performers displaying the regions vibrant culture set 
the pace for the evening. What followed was an explosion of entertainment Bollywood style interspersed 
by awards presentations to celebrate the film industry finest.

Siddharth Malhotra had the girls screaming as he 
performed hits from nominated films of the year and ended 
his performance by pulling another new generation star 
Parineeti Chopra up on stage. Farhan and Shahid had the 
audience in splits with their Raju & Pappu rap. Ranveer 
Singh had the audience up on its feet and roaring with 
cheers as he entered on a motorbike and rode through the 
crowds blowing kisses at his fans. His performance was pure 
adrenaline and reached an even higher pitch as he stepped 
into the audience to dance with the dancing legend 
Govinda. Madhuri Dixit treated the audience to a special 
up close and personal as she started her performance on a 
satellite stage among the crowd. Every heartbeat was one as 
the stunning Deepika Padukone took stage and cast her 
spell over everyone in the stadium. Priyanka Chopra had a 
flying start with her performance being suspended mid-air 
and gracefully flying on to the stage only to go down into 
the audience and dance with her friends and colleagues. 
The audience gasped in wonder as she reached out to John 
Travolta and pulled him up on stage. The crowd then 
reached went wild with new levels of craziness as the 
legendary star performed impromptu to a Bollywood track. 
John matched Priyanka’s every move with a flourish and 
added his suave style. The night sky around Raymond 
James Stadium resounded with the loudest roar as the 
heartthrob of millions Hrithik Roshan scorched the stage 
with his incredible moves.

FARHAN, SHAHID AND DEEPIKA PERSUADED 
KEVIN SPACEY TO SHAKE A LEG TO THE BIGGEST 
BOLLYWOOD HIT “LUNGI DANCE”. TO THE 
DELIGHT OF THE AUDIENCE, THE HOLLYWOOD 
ICON SPORTINGLY WRAPPED A LUNGI AND 
DANCED WITH THE TRIO WITH A BIG SMILE ON 
HIS FACE. HRITHIK PRESENTED JOHN TRAVOLTA 
WITH THE IIFA AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT BY AN INTERNATIONAL STAR 
AND HAD JOHN SHOWING HIM HIS LEGENDARY 
AND MOST FAVORED SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 
MOVES. 

It truly was a night when Hollywood met Bollywood…a 
coming together of Cinema, Cultures, people and their 
hearts.

The IIFA weekend was action packed with activity as stars 
visited the many iconic sights and sounds in attractions that 
Tampa had to offer.

Students at a local school got the chance at IIFA to show off 
a dance number to Madhuri Dixit Nene who in turn 
showed them some of her dance moves. Parineeti Chopra 
visited the local zoo and amusement park, Siddharth 
Malhotra cruised the waters of Tampa on a speed boat, 
Vivek Oberoi visited the famous city aquarium, Deepika 
Padukone let her hair down as she cycled down the river 
walk, Dia Mirza got a lesson in paddle boating, Shahid 
Kapoor threw the first ball at a baseball match and Priyanka 
Chopra spent some time exploring around Tampa and 
talking about the crossover of cultures.
IIFA TV production filmed over 60 hours of content 
leading up to and through the 4-day weekend.  This 
included 16 Weekend with the stars stories with Indian 
celebrities in Tampa, Orlando & Miami.





Performance in Leading Role - Male
Shahid Kapur - Haider - as Haider Meer

Performance in Leading Role - Female 
Kangana Ranaut - Queen - as Rani Mehra

Best Direction
Rajkumar Hirani - PK

Best Picture - Queen
Phantom Films & Vikas Behl



Crazy, whacky, irreverent and respectful sums up the
16th edition of IIFA in Kuala Lumpur. Like a typical 
sixteen-year-old, this IIFA Weekend was energized & 
spirited, witty & humorous, saucy & courteous.

It cavorted and whirled across three action-packed days of 
everything Cinema, from fun and entertainment to business 
and communication. Kuala Lumpur accorded the warmest 
welcome to the IIFA contingent as fans thronged the airport 
to see their favourite stars walk down a specially laid out 
green carpet. The buzz had begun. IIFA was in the air! Fans, 
media, TV crews, officials swarmed the city as the IIFA 
Weekend unfolded.
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Kuala Lumpur was gripped in IIFA fever as the IIFA Weekend got to a great start with the inaugural Press Conference 
where stars and dignitaries interacted with media. Day 1 also saw the commencement of the FICCI IIFA Business Forum 
titled ‘Leaders who’ve seen tomorrow’. Leaders from business and cinema congregated to discuss Indo-Malaysian 
partnership to foster investment and trade with a focus on Cinema.

Later in the day the excitement built up as fans swarmed around Istana Budaya eagerly awaiting IIFA glitterati to walk 
down the IIFA Rocks green carpet.  IIFA Rocks & Technical Awards lived up to its name as it rocked the audience off its 
feet with performances by Jacqueline Fernandez, Lisa Hayden, Malaika Arora Khan, Loren Gautier, Aditi Hydari Rao, 
Ankit Tiwari, Kanika Kapoor and a soulful collaboration between Javed Ali and Nooran sisters. The star of the evening was 
Sonakshi Sinha in a new avatar who swept the audience off their feet with her singing prowess. The diva rocked the stage as 
she crooned her hits with Toshi and the inimitable Mika. The evening was hosted by Parineeti Chopra and Ayushmann 
Khurrana.
 

ISTANA BUDAYA SAW THE BIGGEST GATHERING
OF GLITTERATI AS THE IIFA WEEKEND UNFOLDED.
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THE MAGIC OF IIFA UNVEILS

As Day 2 dawned Kuala Lumpur was asking for more of the IIFA Magic and got a generous serving of it.
 
The highlight of the day was the IIFA Gala Screening of blockbuster film Dil Dhadakne Do. Over 10,000 fans 
thronged the venue as the entire cast and crew of the film walked down the carpet and interacted with them. 
Farhan Akhtar, Priyanka Chopra, Anoushka Sharma and Ranveer Singh regaled the crowd as they posed for 
pictures and signed autographs.
 
The excitement spilled over into the night with the IIFA Fashion Extravaganza which showcased the collections 
of Gaurang, Rocky S and Masaba.

Day 3 dawned awash with IIFA magic, which translated first into the magic of music with the IIFA Music Workshop. The topic this 
year was “Technology: The new art of creating Bollywood music”.

Starting with a panel discussion with the renowned Shankar, Ehsaan, Loy, the workshop continued with the recreation of the song 
“Zinda” by young musicians Siddharth Mahadevan & Soumil Shringarpure and songwriter Alyssa Mendonsa. Students of music from 
the audience were involved in this exciting live jamming session.

THE WAIT ENDS. IIFA AWARDS
As the evening of Day 3 approached, the air was crackling with fervent energy. The venue for the IIFA Awards, Stadium Putra was 
the epicentre of fan frenzy. The IIFA Green Carpet was rolled out and ready. A roar went up in the air as the stars arrived - Farhan 
Akhtar, Anil Kapoor, Deepika Padukone, Jacqueline Fernandes, Tiger Shroff, Kriti Sanon, Subhash Ghai, Jackie Shroff, Anurag 
Kashyap, amongst other perfomers.
 
The IIFA Awards stage was a technological marvel with an LED floor, which added magic to performances.
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The total PR valuation for 2015 IIFA Weekend & Awards Malaysia - USD$158 Million.

Over 11,000 people were found to be in the region during the IIFA Weekend at the various 
activities and events.

The visitors in Kuala Lumpur for the IIFA Weekend were:  Local people –56%
International visitors – 44%.

Over 5,000 hotel room nights sold in Kuala Lumpur directly related to the IIFA Weekend – including rooms for the 
IIFA contingent guests & crew, fans, media and tourism packages.

An active community of over 3.2 million followers on Facebook for IIFA 2015.



The highlight of the 16 year old IIFA was its host duo- Ranveer Singh & Arjun Kapoor - crazy, whacky, funny who infused the 
show with unmatched energy. The “Babas” had the audience enthralled and glued to their seats right from their dramatic entry as 
they descended on stage to the very end. In true ‘filmi’ fashion Ranveer and Arjun danced, sang, joked, emoted and entertained the 
audiences. An opening sequence saw the dynamic duo perform to a mash-up of iconic ‘bromance’ songs, which even featured 
Rakhi Sawant in a brief appearance. An epic moment was Ranveer going down on his knees and courting Deepika Padukone while 
Arjun prompted him with nonsensical verses. The audience rolled off their seats with laughter as the enthusiastic hosts enacted the 
famous train scene from Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge in the style of different directors replete with a train cut-out, props and 
extras, Ranveer as Kajol, Arjun as Amrish Puri and even a Shah Rukh Khan look-alike. They went into the audience and stripped 
Sonu Sood’s shirt to show his six packs. While Ranveer was the crazy power-packed energy drink, Arjun was wit and humour 
personified.
 

WHEN THE STARS MADE
EVERYONE GROOVE!

Every performance that night packed a punch matching the energy of the hosts. While Parineeti entered from the audience in rock 
diva style, Sonakshi travelled over the audience in a basket to the opening strains of the famous track ‘Jumma Chumma’. This IIFA 
Sonakshi was determined to break all stereotypes and take her versatility to new heights. She paid tribute to the heroes of Bollywood 
from Amitabh Bachchan, Salman, Shah Rukh to Akshay Kumar.
 
Shahid Kapoor in a ‘bad boy’ avatar had him descending on stage in an ATV and performing Madmax style to tracks from Hyder. 
Shraddha Kapoor’s performance was a tribute to the IIFA for Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema recipient Subhash Ghai. 
Anushka Sharma brought alive the magic of Broadway in Bollywood style. The highlight of the evening was Hrithik Roshan who 
danced his way into the hearts of the audience who were on their feet as the superstar blazed the stage.
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Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Ranveer Singh

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Deepika Padukone

Best Picture – Bajrangi Bhaijaan

Best Direction – Sanjay Leela Bhansali



Hola

Madrid!
As the year 2016 dawned, the land of flamencos and football, sangria 
and tapas beckoned and Bollywood’s biggest celebration reached the 
beautiful land of Spain in all its glory. The city of Madrid known for its 
sheer energy, artistic pedigree, culinary diversity, vibrant nightlife, 
colourful festivals and a culture as distinctive and diverse as India’s, 
welcomed the 17th annual edition of IIFA Weekend and Awards with 
open arms.





A riot of colour and festivity, the IIFA Weekend was an amalgam of 
cultures. Flamenco blended with Bollywood beats, the aroma of saffron 
paella and biryani teased the senses, stars and fans roamed the cobbled 
streets of Madrid, holas and namastes rang through the city.

The weekend commenced with a press conference attended by Bollywood 
glitterati, sponsors, partners and dignitaries from Madrid. The FICCI-IIFA 
Global Business Forum, which explored synergising business opportunities 
between India and Spain, was attended by government officials, ministers, 
industrialists, media heads, corporate honchos, film-makers and actors.

IIFA

Weekend

Buzz



Constantly striving to build bridges between cultures and communities, this year 
IIFA Stomp collaborated with Mulafest, Europe’s leading urban trends and 
culture festival. For the first time ever Mulafest featured an alternative culture 
from a foreign country, showcasing pioneering artistes from the Indian music 
scene. Audiences were treated to performances by leading DJs Nucleya, Breed, 
Midival Punditz with Karsh Kale, The Raghu Dixit Project, interactive Yoga class 
with Shilpa Shetty, live screening of the IIFA Awards and a unique Holi party 
called Rang Jam where the Spanish experienced the unique Indian festival of 
colours to the beats of Bollywood DJs.

IIFA

Stomp

with

Mulafest



Staying true to it’s tradition, IIFA Rocks was a blend of music, star perfor-
mances and fashion. The hosts for the evening were ace director Karan 
Johar and the irresistible Fawad Khan. Leading composer Pritam took 
stage with a bevy of singers and brought the house down with unique 
renditions of popular music accompanied by a Spanish band. Papon and 
Monali Thakur performed unplugged with an ensemble of Spanish musi-
cians. Shilpa Shetty had the audience on it’s feet with a sizzling perfor-
mance. All of these, collectively building a world-class event to celebrate 
the well-deserved Technical Awardees and their achievements.

IIFA

Rocks



The much-awaited IIFA Awards ceremony dazzled and glittered as stars walked 
the green carpet interacting with frenzied fans and media. The hosts for the 
evening Farhan Akhtar and Shahid Kapoor regaled the audience with their wit 
and humour. The show opened with a spectacular performance by Hrithik 
Roshan while Salman Khan took it to the ultimate high as a crescendo. Also 
featuring unique performances by Deepika Padukone, Priyanka Chopra, 
Sonakshi Sinha and Tiger Shroff. Ranveer Singh brought his unique brand of 
craziness and added fun to the evening. The set was a technological marvel with 
moving LEDs, invisible screens and magnificent props. The Awards presenta-
tion was grand and dignified as always.

IIFA bid ciao to Madrid having created beautiful memories with the vibrant 
city, promising to be back.

IIFA

Awards





Turning 18 is a major milestone, it is a magic wand that spins out a heady transition from a teenager 
to a young adult. And what better way to celebrate IIFA’s 18th year than heading to a city which is 
an intoxicating blend of energy, global influence and a vibrant street culture…an inspiring centre for 
creative expression….NEW YORK!.
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2017
UNITED STATES

Performance in a Leading Role – Male - Shahid Kapoor

Performance in a Leading Role – Female
Alia Bhatt

Best Picture - Neerja

Best Direction
Aniruddha Roy Chowdhury







Newspaper headlines across the world, social media, fans and the city were set abuzz as we announced 
the arrival of IIFA in the big apple.

When the IIFA Festival reached the shores of New York, the entire city throbbed to the beats of 
Bollywood. While IIFA Rocks and IIFA Awards were held at the magnificent MetLife Stadium in 
New Jersey, Manhattan was base camp for the entire IIFA contingent and several peripheral events 
were held here.

Fans from across the United States who thronged New York were treated to an array of unique events. 

IIFA fever hits
New York





IIFA Weekend Press Conference
Attended by leading stars and reputed personalities, the IIFA Weekend Press Conference 
witnessed the presence of global media who ensured that every activity of the festival’s itinerary 
received ample international coverage.



IIFA commenced its festivities by ringing the bell at the famous Nasdaq stock 
exchange at Times Square, thus marking the global arrival of Indian cinema. Seen at 
the prestigious event were members of Nasdaq along with IIFA’s founders Mr. Andre 
Timmins and Mr. Sabbas Joseph, Directors of Wizcraft International, along with 
Bollywood diva Sonakshi Sinha.

IIFA rings in the Nasdaq
Stock Exchange bell

FICCI- IIFA Global Business Forum, the annual event has been a major highlight of 
the IIFA weekend. In New York, the Forum was centered on “India and United 
States: Partners in Progress for the World”. The forum drew a gamut of imminent 
Indian and American speakers from various industries, featuring artistes, luminaries, 
experts, policymakers from around the world.

FICCI IIFA
Global Business Forum

The Global Education and Leadership Foundation (tGELF) which was the official 
philanthropy partner to the IIFA Festival, hosted The Innovation Summit in New York. 
The Summit was unique, bringing together celebrities from Bollywood and leaders 
from business, philanthropy, media, education and the arts from the United States, to 
work together on the challenge of universal access to quality education. The Summit 
also marked the initiation of the Global Citizen India movement.

The Innovation Summit

NASDAQ - Sonakshi image



IIFA Stomp @
Times Square
Time stood still as IIFA Stomp took center-stage at one of the most iconic locations on 
the planet the Times Square.

IIFA Stomp featured a heady mix of Indian Fashion, Music and Bollywood. Viewers 
were treated to edgy styles by Falguni and Shane Peacock who designed for IIFA Awards 
sponsor Nexa and also collections by Myntra and Gitanjali. Celebrity showstoppers like 
Shahid Kapoor, Shilpa Shetty, Taapsee Pannu and Dia Mirza sizzled the ramp. 

The crowds grooved to the beats of Bollywood music that brought India alive on the 
streets of New York. The highlight of the evening was an appearance by Bollywood 
heartthrob Varun Dhawan as he turned DJ for the evening.





As part of IIFA’s television programming content, stories were shot across New 
York featuring Bollywood superstars who were part of the IIFA contingent. Some 
of the stories included Alia Bhatt being surprised by a flash mob of kids at Central 
Park, Salman Khan interacting with kids in his hotel, Sushant Singh Rajput on a 
ferry ride to see the Statue of Liberty, Taapsee Pannu visiting a hidden speakeasy 
and Aditi Rao Hydari visiting a trampoline park.

IIFA Weekend
with the Stars



IIFA Rocks was a grand celebration of A.R. Rahman’s 25 years 
journey featuring the maestro himself in a LIVE concert at the 
MetLife Stadium. Hosted by Riteish Deshmukh and Manish Paul 
who regaled the audience with their wit and antics, the evening was 
a feast for the senses. 

The evening started with performances by Kamaal Khan and the 
Punjabi superstar Diljit Dosanjh. The crowd roared with delight 
and braved a drizzle till the very end as A.R. Rahman took to stage 
and treated his fans with a mesmerising 90 minute performance. 
His entourage included singers like Aditi Rao Hydari, Benny 
Dayal, Haricharan, Hariharan, Jonita Gandhi, Kailash Kher, Mika, 
Mohit Chauhan and Neeti Mohan.

IIFA Rocks



IIFA Awards
As the day of the Awards dawned, thousands of die-hard Bollywood fans dressed to the nines 
thronged the MetLife Stadium, eager to watch their favorite stars in action. There was magic in the 
air as the audience waited with bated breaths for the show to commence. 

The evening was set rolling by celebrity hosts, ace film maker Karan Johar who is known for his wit 
and the suave Nawab himself Saif Ali Khan. 

The 18th IIFA stood true to its coming of age, it was representative of the young adult – capricious 
but with an air of growing experience. The performances mirrored this attitude as the line-up 
ranged from the hottest young brigade to the most popular superstars.

Alia Bhatt opened the show and delighted fans with an electrifying performance. Kriti Sanon and 
Sushant Singh Rajput in a duo performance brought alive the essence of young love. The girls went 
dizzy as youth icon Varun Dhawan performed to his father David Dhawan’s legendary tracks. 
Shahid Kapoor set the stage on fire with a performance par excellence where he reinvented songs 
from his films in different styles. Katrina Kaif staged a dramatic entry in a military vehicle and had 
the audience grooving with her. The crowd erupted as Bollywood’s most popular star Salman Khan 
took stage and performed with 200 children. The highlight of this electric performance was Varun 
Dhawan joining the superstar towards the end.

A magnificent set, breath-taking lighting and special effects, amazing choreography and a fantastic 
audience made this IIFA the biggest ever.
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Tie-ups with the host nation multiply as D-Day approaches. The technical 
and popular awards nights may be the crowning glory, but there’s so much 
else that keeps the world hooked. The FICCI-IIFA Global Business Forum 
engages the larger business community. One of the benefits of IIFA to the 
industry is the facilitation of shooting schedules and film distribution. In 
the midst of the business activity, the organisers take time out to give back 
through the IIFA Foundation, the green initiative, and partnerships with 
various global charities like Oxfam. Whether it’s profitable alliances or 
philanthropic ideas, the mood is festive and upbeat. 

The IIFA Weekend culminates in the IIFA Awards, but that’s far from the 
end of the story. In fact, every city that has played host to this carnival of 
cinema speaks of two levels of success. One the one hand you have the 
short-term local impact IIFA has on a city and its economy. On the other, 
there are the long-term ties that IIFA nurtures in the form of trade, travel 
and tourism, cultural ties and other integration with India. IIFA’s 
footprints are indelible. Wherever it travels, its impact resounds in the 
economic and cultural corridors of the city. IIFA and the host city become 
an everlasting duo in the archives of the global media. The alliance remains 
fruitful for both nations even as the lights dim on the year’s festivities. No 
wonder IIFA has been invited back to countries eager to renew their fond 
ties with the event, thereby strengthening their bond with India.

IIFA’s global impact is celebrated for many reasons. It has carved a 
permanent niche for the Indian film industry. Its role in forging bi-lateral 
ties based on cultural and business exchanges is noteworthy. It has 
contributed to India’s growing economic stature and given Indians around 
the globe, a brand they can be proud of. All this under a dazzling cloak of 
stars, glamour and entertainment. Who could ask for more?

When IIFA made its introduction in 2000 at the Millennium Dome, the 
world sat up and took notice. IIFA was the pebble Wizcraft had thrown 
into the pool of international cinema, and Indian films were making their 
first ripples in the new millennium. 15 years on, IIFA has impacted not 
just the global film pool but also host countries, and the way the world 
views India. Indian cinema is no longer an unknown exotic entity. It is a 
thriving industry whose grandeur and craft is admired by the world. It is a 
business heavyweight, with the potential of working wonders for partners 
and collaborators.

Here’s what the typical IIFA Weekend looks like. Once the next year’s host 
destination is announced, there’s a whirlwind of press activity. The world 
knows where IIFA will head to next, and the host nation begins to prepare 
for the big arrival. There are media events and travel and tourism 
announcements: after all, the caravan of the stars brings with it legions of 
fans and supporters who must be welcomed, engaged, entertained. The 
organising team arrives at the destination in advance, setting up the 
activities that surround IIFA Weekend. As the excitement mounts to fever 
pitch, the world tunes in for a dose of local culture, hospitality and 
entertainment. Flights, hotels and restaurants are packed as fans fill up the 
host city.

IIFA has impacted not just the global 
film pool but also host countries,
and the way the world views India.

Shabana Azmi & Liv Ullmann
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I believe that as a human beings we are more alike 
than we are different and as evident by the global 
embrace bollywood films, there is no more powerful 
a medium to celebrate our similarities than films.I 
would like to give my sincerest thanks and heartfelt 
thanks to IIFA- Wizcraft International and the entire 
Indian film community for this wonderful honor.’’ - 

“As an American I am incredibly pleased to be here 
tonight to welcome IIFA to the United States. It is 
incredible that the Hindi film industry has just blown 
up to such a huge degree and there are so many 
huge stars there.And I think what’s fantastic for the 
Americans and what’s fantastic for the world is 
when we bring our cultures together… pretty extra 
ordinary things can happen.It’s great to be here at 
2014 IIFA Awards and I thank Wizcraft International 
for having me here, I’m feeling very proud to be here 
tonight at the awards.”

“I started my acting career in 2000 the same year 
when the first IIFA was hosted at Millennium Dome 
in London. And over the years I have witness the 
growth of this phenomenonal movement.. I’m here 
this evening not just as an actor but as a believer in 
IIFA, along with my esteemed colleagues from the 
film industry. I’m a co-traveler on this fantastic 
journey. I would like to acknowledge and thank 
Wizcraft International. The Wizzes as we like to call 
them, work tirelessly to make every dream come 
true and against all odds put their hearts, souls and 
magic into creating an even more awesome IIFA 
every year.’’

“Namaste Toronto ! Namaste India !
Namaste World”

75

“I am bowled over tonight not just by this fabulous 
evening but by the sheer power of the Indian Films 
across the globe. I think it is absolutely wonderful 
how India has mapped the world of Entertainment 
and I would Love to play and be a part of a Bollywood 
movie myself.Hindi cinema’s queen bees, the ageless 
Sridevi and Madhuri.” 



”

Indian cinema means opulence. It means larger-than-life sets, stars, scripts. It 
means dancing around trees and the clanging of temple bells. It means high 
romance, passion, action. It means a willing suspension of disbelief. It means 
submitting to fantasy. It also means business.

IIFA takes its cinema seriously. And not just the craft and aesthetics. IIFA’s 
founding mission to take Indian cinema to the world was twofold. It 
comprised of its artistic and entertainment value on the one hand, and its 
business potential on the other. So every time IIFA travels to a new 
destination, Indian cinema makes a leap into a new realm of success.

The results are for all to see. The sale of Hindi movie tickets grew by 35% in 
the UK six months post the IIFA Awards in 2000 in London. Thanks to IIFA 
2001 in Sun City, South Africa emerged as a new shooting destination for 
Indian films. IIFA 2001 introduced Hindi film distribution and exhibition 
through Ster-Kinekor, the largest distributor and exhibitor in South Africa. 
Kinekor’s company now holds the distribution rights for more than 200 
Hindi film titles. The same year, Hindi films moved from matinee shows on 
weekends to regular shows in theatres and multiplexes in South Africa.

Whether in Malaysia, Amsterdam or Toronto, wherever IIFA goes Indian 
cinema thrives as a business entity.
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Fa c ilita tion of fi lm

IIFA is a friendly handshake between the host city and Indian 
films. Once the carpets have been rolled away and sets 
dismantled, the city invariably invites the film industry back. 
This time, the host country becomes
a shooting destination for the Indian films.
 
Take, for instance, IIFA 2004 in Singapore. 
In the midst of the festivities, IIFA was quietly facilitating a 
shooting deal with local authorities. The talks went well and 
IIFA had succeeded in facilitating around 200 shooting 
days for the blockbuster Krrish in Singapore. The film was 
released worldwide with over 800 prints. All collaterals/branding 
of the film carried the ‘Uniquely Singapore’ slogan.

At IIFA 2006, Dubai Studio City witnessed a soft launch as top 
Indian filmmakers were given a brief presentation on the 
property. In addition, approximately 100 shooting days for 
Mukesh Bhatt’s and Feroze Nadiadwala’s films were spent in 
Dubai pre- and post-IIFA .

The 11th IIFA Weekend and Awards in Colombo opened doors 
for Indian filmmakers in Sri Lanka. Salman Khan, who 
performed at the IIFA Awards, was sooverwhelmed with 
his experience on the island that he insisted on shifting his 
film Ready’s shoot to Colombo. Over USD 1 Million was 
spent by the producer of the film, creating local 
employment opportunities for close to 100 Sri Lankan 
stars and vendors.

IIFA 2014 at Tampa Bay has inspired Anil Kapoor to use the 
city as a shooting destination for his upcoming film.
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Over half a billion Indians travel annually and contribute 
over USD 1.5 billion to the tourism industry. This makes 
IIFA an obvious choice for nations looking to build their 
profile as tourism hotspots. 

IIFA Weekend with Stars is a fun and eclectic tour of a host city that showcases the destination’s 
highlights. The package is incorporated into IIFA’s TV programming for 
international broadcast.
 
The IIFA brand template offers a great opportunity for countries to integrate their tourism brands with 
its own.This translates to a significant increase in PR and media valuation for 
the host country.

The host’s tourism slogans are publicised through the IIFA 
Weekend and become long-term campaigns. ‘Uniquely Singapore’, ‘I amsterdam’, Yorkshire’s ‘Love 
at First Sight’, and The Venetian Macau’s ‘Where anything is possible’ echo on long after the IIFA 
caravan has left the host city. 

Tourism Benefits



The short-term benefits to the IIFA host city’s economy are 
wide-ranging. With over 800 people from the IIFA 
contingent visiting during the time, travel and hospitality, 
retail, food and beverage witness significant spikes. In 
addition, IIFA’s production requirements, including 
equipment, offices, staff and services, are considerable.
 

The FICCI-IIFA Global Business Forum brings together 
business communities from India, the US, the UK, South 
East Asia, and the rest of the world. International liaisons, 
financing, production and technology, and international 
investment in the production of Indian films are some of 
the key areas it covers. The FICCI-IIFA Global Business 
Forum also concentrates on promoting bilateral trade 
between India and the host country.
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IIFA has a big global footprint. But it also has a big heart. The Indian 
film industry is a source of livelihood to thousands. And IIFA is always 
looking to make Indian cinema’s invisible support system shareholders 
in its global success. To this end, the IIFA Foundation was set up in 
2003 in Johannesburg. This is a humble attempt to raise funds to assist 
and support the families of needy film industry workers. While fulfilling 
responsibilities towards the unsung members of the film fraternity, IIFA 
is mindful of its duty towards the environment. At the 2007 IIFA in 
Yorkshire, the IIFA Global Cool Bond was signed for 10 years. IIFA 
resolved to use cinema to spread awareness about environmental issues. 
The stars walked the Green Carpet at both the IIFA World Premiere and 
the IIFA Awards. Colin Firth, the internationally acclaimed British actor 
and Oscar-winner, attended the event on behalf of Oxfam charity.

At the 2008 IIFA in Thailand, IIFA strengthened its environmental 
commitment and launched the Green Globe Foundation to support the 
fight against global warming. Nobel Laureate Dr. R. K. Pachauri was 
honoured with the IIFA Global Leadership Award for the work 
undertaken by him and TERI (The Energy Resources Institute) in the 
fight against global warming. IIFA also supported UNEP’s Billion Tree 
Campaign with its Brand Ambassador Amitabh Bachchan planting a 
tree sapling at the ESCAP Regional Headquarters Building in Bangkok.

As a direct consequence of the successful completion of the 11th IIFA 
Weekend and Awards in Colombo, The IIFA Habitat for Humanity 
Project commenced in Sri Lanka. Under the aegis of Salman Khan, 
hundred homes were constructed in the northern region of Jaffna. 

At the 2011 IIFA in Toronto, the Government of Ontario and Premier 
Dalton McGuinty appointed the Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Peel, 
an NGO for children and youth, as the charity of choice for support. A 
large donation was presented to Cathy Denyer – President, Big 
Brothers & Big Sisters, at the IIFA Weekend Press Conference.

IIFA associated with ‘The Power of 49’, Tata Tea’s campaign at the 
2013 IIFA, aimed at increasing women’s participation in the Indian 
electoral process as discerning voters.
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Year

2004

2005

2006

2007

2011

IIFA television audience
(worldwide)

110 million

350 million

400 million

500 million

800 million

IIFA is now the most highly viewed Indian entertainment show 
worldwide. With technological innovations, more comprehensive and 
engaging content, and better packaging year after year, IIFA has 
reached the zenith of popular appeal and acclaim. Apart from the 
Indian production crew, IIFA invites the world’s foremost directors to 
contribute to its making. 

The IIFA Weekend generates over 10 hours of programming on 
India’s prime entertainment channel and via tie-ups with 
entertainment channels across the world.

The IIFA bouquet of programmes is viewed by over 600 million 
viewers across the world. The 2011 IIFA in Toronto saw a big leap in 
international PR evaluation: the figure jumped to over USD 250
million. Over 1.2 billion media impressions were sourced for IIFA 
Weekend & Awards 2011 in Toronto.

The Impact of IIFA 206/207



Since the second edition of IIFA, at Sun City in 2001, the event has integrated Indian and local culture in a mutually beneficial and 
strengthening way. It was here that the audience was first treated to a local cultural performance at the IIFA Awards Show – 
a much-anticipated feature from then on. The dance, music, colour and vibe of every host city are now an integral part of the IIFA 
Weekend, reiterating the ‘Building Bridges’ philosophy.

Film stars and celebrities are the ambassadors of India, and host nations often confer honours on them as a tribute to their craft and the 
industry they represent. At IIFA 2007 in Yorkshire, Leeds MET University handed doctorates to Amitabh Bachchan, the then Minister of 
Civil Aviation Mr. Praful Patel, and Shabana Azmi.

At IIFA 2011, the City of Toronto Mayor Rob Ford presented the city proclamation to Shah Rukh Khan at City Hall, Toronto. The City of 
Brampton even named a street ‘Raj Kapoor Crescent’ to mark IIFA’s visit. IIFA also partnered with Toronto International Film Festival 
(TIFF) to present a tribute to Raj Kapoor through a six-week long retrospective of the legend’s films. 

At IIFA 2007 in Yorkshire, the IIFA Celebrity Cricket Match was played by top Indian celebrities and the Yorkshire Cricket team at the 
Headingly Stadium. In addition, National Media Museum hosted the first-ever exhibition on Indian Film Posters over the years.
At IIFA 2008 in Dubai, Akshay Kumar was presented with a trophy by Khun Weerasak Kowsurat, the Minister of Tourism and Sports for 
Thailand, for playing a pivotal role in bringing India and Thailand together.
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IIFA is about big stars, big business, big impact, but 
the Indian film fan is its biggest strength and 
inspiration. Fans are what fuel its success and growth. 
They turn out in large numbers to watch the live show 
and be part of IIFA Weekend. They tune in to TV 
broadcasts. They log on and register their votes, their 
likes, their comments. They even volunteer in host 
cities and contribute to the smooth execution of this 
global spectacle.

IIFA Workshops provide a great platform for 
renowned Indian and International filmmakers and 
stars to interact with the audience. The first IIFA Film 
Festival and Workshop was inaugurated by Yash 
Chopra at IIFA 2005, Amsterdam and showcased 
some of the greatest works of Indian cinema. 

At IIFA 2006 in Dubai, IIFA flew down the renowned 
Hollywood producer-director Ashok Amritraj to host a 
workshop for the upcoming local talent of Dubai.

At IIFA 2007 in Yorkshire, the IIFA BAFTA workshop with 
Deepa Mehta, Ritupurno Ghosh and Cary Sawhney was a 
huge success.

At IIFA 2011 in Toronto, the IIFA Music Workshop gave 
local students and emerging musicians from Toronto an 
opportunity to interact with stars of the Indian music 
industry like Javed Akhtar, Vishal Bhardwaj and 
Shankar-Ehsaan-Loy.

And at Tampa Bay in 2014, Hollywood icon Kevin Spacey 
and acclaimed Indian actress Vidya Balan got together to 
conduct a one-of-a-kind Masterclass.
 
Wherever IIFA goes, it draws the support of local volunteers. 
These are film fans from all walks of life, eager to play a role in 
the making of IIFA. They’re known as the ‘Friends of IIFA’, 
together with the stars who support IIFA. One of IIFA’s little 
attempts to build bridges between fans and their idols.

I would like to thank Wizcraft for giving me 
this honour. It is a pleasure to be here this 

evening. I have tried to represent India and 
Hollywood to the best of my ability. 

– Ashok Amritraj
Producer & Former Indian Tennis Player
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The stars in their vanity van, waiting for a shot. The stars facing 
the camera, make-up artistes dabbing there faces every few 
minutes. The stars at narrations and costume fittings; dubbing and 
promotion. It gets hectic, stressful, and even monotonous. The 
pressures of celebrity life mount behind the scenes.

And then there’s IIFA.
At the IIFA Weekend, the veil between the stars’ work and life 
seems to fall: it’s time to celebrate the effort that the industry has 
put in throughout the previous year. And what better place to 
toast those successes and cheer on forthcoming ones than at the 
industry’s biggest party time.  

Weekend activities range from the quaint to adventurous, with 
stars enthusiastically joining in and having a good time. From 
wildlife to nightlife, everything that is iconic and exciting about a 
destination is enjoyed by the stars and experienced through them 
by their many fans. Energy and excitement never runs low at IIFA 
giving the stars non-stop fun and action. 

When IIFA was premiered to the world in 2000, it was 
proudly introduced in the words of Amitabh Bachchan, the 
star of all stars and leading light of Indian cinema.   From 
the moment it all began the world was reaching out to 
Indian cinema through IIFA:  To add to the phenomenal 
start at the first IIFA Awards, Indian super star Amitabh 
Bachchan became the first Indian film personality to be 
immortalised by Madam Tussauds with a wax figure.  This 
was just the beginning and with a continued journey of 
Indian film  Z and IIFA travelling the world the British 
institution developed a foray of star wax figures with IIFA’s 
support.

At IIFA’s memorable debut in London, Angelina Jolie 
greeted the audience with, “Namaste India-waalon. Thank 
you so much for having me here. It’s amazing to meet all 
of you. It’s a pleasure.” It was truly the start of a beautiful 
new relationship between Indian and international cinema.

As IIFA took its next steps, the stars joined in with 
increasing enthusiasm. In 2001 Hrithik Roshan, cinema’s 
latest sensation, left audiences desperate for more at Sun 
City. The show was a supreme offering of Indian cinema 
with a generous dose of international flavours reflected 
well in this east-meets-west moment: Bo Derek, the 
Hollywood veteran, presenting Hrithik Roshan with a 
trophy. 

The charming Lara Dutta added a touch of elegance and 
grace to the 2002 awards in Genting Highlands, 
Malaysia.   Another international beauty queen Sushmita 
Sen was at her enigmatic best recreating the ambience 
of Moulin Rouge with her act that year.

Salman Khan was the show-stopping act of IIFA 2003 in 
Johannesburg, driving the audience crazy with a medley 
of his foot tapping popular songs. Saif Ai Khan, on the 
other hand, wove a spell of nostalgia over the audience 
with his Dev Anand tribute, while Akshay Kumar was at 
his charming best. The recently concluded ICC Cricket 
World Cup left its echoes in the show with celebrities like 
Sunil Gavaskar, Brett Lee and Mandira Bedi joining the 
festivities.

The past-meets-present theme of IIFA 2004 in Singapore 
brought some of the industry’s biggest stars together in 
heart-warming tributes to their predecessors. Arshad 
Warsi’s Shammi Kapoor homage, Vivek Oberoi’s paean to 
Amitabh Bachchan, Preity Zinta’s salaam to Madhubala and 
SRK’s salute to Dilip Kumar added layers of depth to the event.
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A return to Europe in 2005 with IIFA in Amsterdam was stamped by the personality of Abhishek Bachchan 
and his premiere stage performance.  Then who can forget the moment when Amitabh Bachchan, Aishwarya 
Rai and Abhishek got together for their spectacular ‘Kajra Re’ act and everyone watching knew that this was 
history in the making.

Salman Khan and Jean-Claude Van Damme on one stage: an iconic image from IIFA 2006 in Dubai hosted 
by Fardeen Khan and Lara Dutta. Amitabh Bachchan, Rani Mukerji and Ayesha Kapoor’s Black performance 
mesmirised the audience and was most definitely another highlight from the show.

IIFA 2007 in Yorkshire, England, saw an array of stars take the stage including Bipasha Basu, Akshay Kumar, 
Saif Ali Khan, Abhishek Bachchan, Salman Khan and Govinda. Hosts Boman Irani and Lara Dutta took 
Yorkshire’s slogan, ‘Love at First Sight’, and put their own crazy spin on it. Boman Irani’s multiple iconic 
British stage personalities including a Bagpiper, a Royal Guard at the Buckingham Palace and James Bond kept 
audiences well entertained. Internationally acclaimed actor Colin Firth presented the Best Actress in a Leading 
Role award while Deepa Mehta won the IIFA for Outstanding Achievement by an Indian in International 
Cinema.

Akshay Kumar was the man-of-the-moment as IIFA stormed Bangkok in 2008. The action hero’s long-term 
ties with Thailand bought him honours and accolades from the government and he even expressed an interest 
in becoming a permanent resident of his beloved town! 

Boman Irani and Riteish Deshmukh set the mood for a light and whimsical evening when the dynamic duo 
arrived in a hot-air balloon at the Venetian Macau in 2009. The incredible Cirque du Soleil participation in 
the opening of the show mesmerised audiences with their highly acclaimed gravity-defying act.  

Jacqueline Fernandez bought IIFA Colombo in 2010 to life as Sri Lanka’s very own beauty queen could 
celebrate her foray into Indian Cinema at home by performing on the IIFA Awards stage. When hosts Boman 
Irani and Riteish Deshmukh asked the audience to put on their 3D glasses to see a snippet of Avatar, James 
Cameron’s epic that had captured the world, everyone obliged. What they ended up seeing was a scene from 
Rajesh Khanna’s ‘80s sentimental drama Avtaar. The trumped audience was left in splits.

At the 2011 IIFA in Toronto, star duo Ranveer Singh and Sonakshi Sinha created more on-stage magic, while 
Priyanka Chopra paying tribute to Asha Bhosle was a crowd-pleaser through and through. However, the all 
time favourite SRK had another memorable outing at IIFA where he was joined by so many of his industry 
friends in his performance to end the show beautifully. Oscar-winner Cuba Gooding Jr. went all out in praise 
of the big carnival of stars. “I must say I am bowled over tonight not just by this fabulous evening but by the 
sheer power of the Indian films across the globe. I think it’s absolutely wonderful how India has mapped the 
world of entertainment and I would love, love to play and be part of a Bollywood movie myself.” Hillary 
Swank and the other international celebrities in attendance were similarly spellbound. 

The return of IIFA to Singapore in 2012 was the one where the new order announced itself. While Shahid 
Kapoor roared in on a Harley Davidson, action did not end there with his co-star Farhan Akhtar making his 
grand entry running on a treadmill and undercutting his Milkha Singh avatar. The show was filled with gags, 
wise cracks, and insider jokes, all in good humour to entertain the audience. Rishi and Ranbir Kapoor’s 
father-son act, and Priyanka Chopra’s Rekha tribute, was the other scene-stealers of the night. Liv Ullmann, 
Ingmar Bergman’s leading lady, lifted the evening to the level of the sublime with her charming grace, evoking 
some of the finest moments of international cinema. 

While Deepika Padukone and Shah Rukh Khan the couple of the moment swept the audience off their feet, 
Sridevi and Madhuri were the shining stars of 2013 IIFA in Macau. The two leading ladies brought back 
memories of their finest moments through breathtaking dance medleys. The grandeur, finesse and exquisite 
charm of IIFA were captured beautifully in Madhuri’s 3D mapped ensemble: a kaleidoscope of colour, forms 
and effects moving rhythmically to her every dance move.

IIFA is an annual pilgrimage to bond with my film family, which for some reason can’t seem to get 
together back home. So we meet in a new, friendly corner of the world, with an audience, we dis-
cover, that also seems to have been family all along.

-Boman Irani
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Toh Khawaateen-O-Hazrat… Mulaayeza Farmaaiye… 

Wah Wah Wah Wah!

bey Shaayri Toh Padhne De…
Justaju Jiski Thhi…Usko Toh Na Paaya Humne…
Free Ticket Mein Ghoom Liyaa Bali-Phuket- Pataya 
Humne!!
Boliye Wah Wah Wah!

Tu Ek Aise Insaan Ke Saamne Ghatiya Shaayri Kar Raha Hai, 
Jo Padma Bhooshan Javed Akhtar Ka Beta Hai… Shaayri 
Jiske Ragon Mein Hai…Mere Jism Mein Chhed Karega Toh 
Khoon Ke Saath Lafz Niklenge- Lafz!

Oh… I Lafz Aise Shaayar!

Arre Shaayri Vaayri Bolna Kya Hai…Main Khud Ek 
Jeeta-Jaagta SHER Hoon…Sher!
Ladies And Gentlemen… Ab Suniye Asli Shaayri…

Par Zaraa Urdu Mein… Aakhir Javed Saab Ke Bête Ho… 

No Need To Remind Me Dude! Meri Naak Bhi URDU Mein 
Saans Leti Hai… Mera Chinese Food Bhi Urdu Oil Mein Fry 
Hotaa Hai… Jab Main English Filmein Bhi Dekhta Hoon, 
Meri Aankhein Automatically Urdu Mein Sub-Titles Create 
Kar Deti Hai…

Is Ghashtey Marsalah Aasooda Jahaan Ke Tarash Jazeeron 
Mein…
Is Ghashtey Marsalah Aasooda Jahaan Ke Tarash Jazeeron 
Mein…
Ibtilaa Mehfil Mein Ek Ibtisaam Absaar Ko Yun Itlaaf Na 
Sahaara…
Is Ghashtey Marsalah Aasooda Jahaan Ke Tarash Jazeeron 
Mein…
Ibtilaa M ehfil Mein Ek Ibtisaam Absaar Ko Yun Itlaaf Na 
Sahaara…

 
(Aggressively) Saaf Saaf Kyun Nahi Bolta Tu Kya Chahta 
Hai!!

Main Yeh Kehne Ki Koshish Kar Raha Hoon Ki… Hum Log 
Yeh Theek Se Naheen Kar Paa Rahe Hain Shaayad! You 
Know, Bachpan Mein Mujhe Babuji Ne Kahaa…

Ghar Chhod Do…

Unhu… Shaayri Chhod Do… Par Unhone Yeh Bhi Kahaa 
Thha…Ki Har Actor Ke Andar Ek Shaayar Chhupa Hai… 
Chaliye, Aaj Yaheen Mushaayera Jamaate Hain…

Toh Ho Jaaye Mushayera!

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :

Farhan   :

Shahid   :





-Shah Rukh Khan

that it’s difficult to count them on 
our fingers. This is one award 
show that the whole film fraterni-
ty looks forward to. 



Hrithik Roshan,
cinema’s latest sensation,
left audiences asking for
more at Sun City in 2001.

IIFA 2003 at Johannesburg,
Saif Ai Khan wove a spell of
nostalgia with his 
Dev Anand tribute.
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Akshay Kumar stormed Dubai in 
2006, even expressing an interest in  

becoming a permanent resident of 
his beloved town!

Feroz Khan, the icon,
walked down

 the IIFA ramp
in Dubai, 2006
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Amitabh Bachchan's grand entry on a 
rickshaw in Macau at the 2009 IIFA.
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3D Mapping done for the first time in a 
performance. Madhuri Dixit at IIFA 
2013, Macau
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ROTATING DISK

 LegendsIIFA
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Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2003)

Outstanding Contribution for Cinematography in Indian Cinema
(2005)

Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2010)

Kalyanji Anandji 

V K  Murthy

Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2006)

O P  Dutta

J Om P rakash



Sadhana

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2006)

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2002)

Mumtaz
Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2008)

Asha Parekh



Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2012)

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2007) RekhaDharmendra

“Dharmendra Singh Deol was born as a human; a school teacher’s son. It’s been 50 years since 
I came to this industry (Bollywood), and these 50 years have passed by as 50 beautiful moments.”
- Dharmendra

Scan to watch video
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Waheeda
Outstanding  
Achievement in
Indian Cinema
(2011)

Sharmila Tagore

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2001)  Rehman
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           Azmi Zeenat AmanOutstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2005)

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2010)

Shabana
Scan to watch video
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Asha

Lata Outstanding
Contribution to
Indian Cinema
(2000)

Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2011)

Mangeshkar

Bhosle
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Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2009)

Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2004)

“My father is my icon, my father is my support, my father is my hero…
I don’t say it often enough to you Dad, but what better than this
global platform of IIFA to say, I Love You.” 
- Karan Johar

"Whatever I am today, it's because of you (audience). 
You are the one who transformed me from an actor to a star, star to a superstar."
- Rajesh Khanna

YashJohar Rajesh khanna



AnandDev 

Dilip Kumar Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2004)

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2003)"I ensure you, the echoes of this clapping ovation will

ring in my heart for a very long time. Thank you."
- Dilip Kumar "Thank you very much, thank you Rekha, Thank you Amitabh Bachchan,

the chairman, the committee and everybody in this beautiful city of Johannesburg."
- Dev Anand
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ChopraYash 
Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2002)

Outstanding Achievement
in Indian Cinema
(2014)

ShatrughanSinha
"I only hope that IIFA has the provision to give me this award twice, because
I still feel I have a lifetime ahead of me and miles to go before I sleep."
- Shatrughan Sinha

Scan to watch video
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Shyam           Benegal
Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema (2008)

Outstanding Contribution
to Indian Cinema (2015)

Subhash Ghai
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Outstanding  Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2013)

Outstanding Contribution to Indian Cinema
(2012)

Javed       Akhtar Ramesh
"With great humility, I accept this as recognition of all the 
work that I've done and I thank you all here for honouring me. 
IIFA and the industry, thank you so much."
- Ramesh Sippy

Sippy
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Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2000)

Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema
(2001)Sunil Shammi  Kapoor

"It's always 2% luck and 98% hard labour. Hard labour is very very important."
- Shammi Kapoor

"I am proud of the new generation in the Indian cinema
and I'm sure this is the only thing I can tell them: Never surrender." 
- Sunil Dutt

 Dutt
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Founded by Andre Timmins, Sabbas Joseph and Viraf Sarkari, 
Wizcraft is a leading communication and entertainment agency that 
has pioneered a revolution in the Indian event-management industry. 
Wizcraft is the power behind some of the most memorable and 
effective experiential events across all activation and media verticals 
for the past 28 years. 

Led by 300-plus “Wizzes” across six regional and two international 
offices, the company uses cutting-edge event technology in 
combination with strategy and creativity to deliver a superior 
experience to clients and audiences.

Wizcraft operates through 12 business verticals under the two broad 
divisions of communication and entertainment. Apart from the 
globally renowned IIFA Weekend and Awards, the Global Indian 
Music Academy Awards and the Film & Television Producers Guild 
Awards are their big-ticket award-related events.

Wizcraft’s business verticals cover brand activation, corporate events, 
TV production, database and response management, promotions, 
exhibitions and retail design, digital activation, and content creation.

The company has been bestowed with the Rajiv Gandhi Award. 
Among its accolades are the Indian TV Academy Honours, The 
Gold TV Honours, The Gold Abby Awards, the WOW 
Experiential Marketing Awards, and the EEMAX.

Some of prestigious projects that Wizcraft has successfully helmed 
are the opening and closing ceremonies of the Commonwealth 
Games in New Delhi, the ICC World Cup Opening Ceremony in 
Dhaka, the Oman Military Festival: Tattoo, and the celebration to 
mark 150 years of India’s friendly ties with South Africa.

Wizcraft is the go-to company for the biggest corporations across 
industries, whether it’s a product launch or a brand overhaul. Its 
impressive roster of corporate clients includes Microsoft, Nokia, 
BlackBerry, Audi, Porsche, Chevrolet, Hyundai, Ford, Virgin 
Mobile, Nike, Adidas, Tata Motors, Panasonic, Videocon, Reliance 
Group, GVK and GMR. 

Wizcraft’s growth story reflects the evolution of the Indian event 
management industry itself. And at the 28-year-mark, the 
company renews its commitment to quality and innovation, while 
setting its sights on greater peaks of achievement.    

28 Years of IIFA 288/289



The last 15 years have seen Indian cinema chart a significant journey with a very special partner, IIFA. 
What began as One Amazing Night in 2000 has culminated in a global movement spearheaded by 
Indian cinema. The pages of this book capture that journey using facts and anecdotes, photographs 
and statistics. The glamour and the glory, the social and economic impact, have all been celebrated in 
the preceding chapters. As someone who has been associated with the awards personally, I feel a sense 
of pride in IIFA’s achievement.
 
Like many members of the film industry, I too feel a deep affinity with IIFA. It is an event, an 
institution that reflects my work, my passions. My association with IIFA is defined by some key 
moments.

In Amsterdam in 2005, the Professionals meet Professionals workshops I participated in at Tropen 
Theatre left me with a better understanding of my own craft. Javed Akhtar, Karan Johar and Abhishek 
Bachchan, the other film practitioners who shared in this exchange of knowledge and expertise, would 
echo this feeling.
 
In Amsterdam, I was humbled, too, to receive the Outstanding Achievement in Indian Cinema and 
Outstanding Achievement by an Indian in International Cinema awards. We actors tend to stay in our 
cocoons, cut off from the rest of the world while we are preparing for a role, struggling with lines, 
filming. This was a moment where it all came together. This is what we do it for. To be seen by a wide 
audience, and be appreciated for our hard work. And by extension, we all hope to earn respect for our 
industry and nation. IIFA has made this kind of global connection possible for filmmakers and stars.

At IIFA 2007 in Yorkshire, I was honoured to be presented with a Doctorate by the Leeds 
Metropolitan University alongside Amitabh Bachchan and Yash Chopra. IIFA was widening the scope 
of the film industry; wherever we went, our role as cultural ambassadors was being celebrated.
 
At the 2009 Awards at Macau it was heartning to see the kind of engagement the FICCI-IIFA Global 
Business Forum  had generated with the local as well as the Indian expat business community. IIFA’s 
‘Building Bridges’ philosophy was enabling longterm business and trade ties between communities.

It was at the same forum that the CNBC-TV18 and IIFA Global Leadership Awards were presented to 
people for the success stories championed by them across global markets. The Indian film industry’s 
economic impact was being felt by stakeholders and other beneficiaries worldwide.
 
It was in Singapore in 2012 that IIFA helped me realise another dream. A dream, in fact, that 
generations of actors would have nurtured. An encounter with Liv Ullmann, the legendary Norwegian 
actress, celebrated for her cinematic association with auteur Ingmar Bergman. It was a moment that 
transported me back to my acting school days where I was first exposed to her luminosity and 
immeasurable talent. One of the shining stars in the firmament of cinema was right by my side, being 
introduced by me on the IIFA stage! The thrill of the moment, its surreal quality, will remain with me 
for all time. Overcome by the moment, I referred to her as Dronacharya – the acclaimed teacher from 
Indian mythology.   
 

- SHABANA AZMI

IIFA’s progress has been marked by some staggering numbers. But it’s not only about the bottom line; in fact, the real 
story unfolds on the social stage. IIFA is about the numbers that matter. Like the ‘Power of 49’. Last year, at Macau, 
IIFA aligned itself strongly with a cause close to my heart, that of women’s empowerment. 'Power of 49' is about 
engaging and inspiring women to participate in our democracy as informed voters. Women constitute 49% of India’s 
population. The campaign aims to inspire them to cast their political vote to elect their leaders.
 
IIFA’s journey has now reached a new landmark. In its fifteenth year, the show makes its US debut, opening up a 
whole new world for Indian films. Wherever IIFA goes, it paves the way for closer ties between film industries, 
communities, governments. ‘One People, one World’ is the theme that rings out through all of IIFA’s initiatives and 
innovations. The new millennium has indeed been a new beginning for Indian cinema.

As a Friend of IIFA, I’ve had the chance to engage in its film, social and business initiatives. As an awardee, I’ve been 
delighted with the honours I’ve received. As a presenter, I’ve been equally thrilled and humbled. As an advisory board 
member, I’ve had the opportunity to make a modest contribution to plans for its future.

Indian cinema’s journey with IIFA is also my journey. It is the journey of my colleagues from the industry and film 
fans everywhere. The journey continues far beyond this book’s pages. And it is for all Indians to share in and cherish.
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